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Goldenview Dairy Recipient of 2016 Clean Water Farm Award
Blue Ridge SWCD board recognized Goldenview Dairy for the 2016 Clean Water Farm Award.
Recognition was reached based on numerous practices Goldenview Dairy has implemented that demonstrate
good stewardship of the environment as it seeks a sustainable future to be a viable member and partner in
their community. Owner David Bower, believes if farming is going to continue to be viable it must be able to
demonstrate a willingness to meet the expectation of the consumer and society and show it’s not to be just
another business, but an enterprise concerned not with profit alone, but responsible and sustainable utilization of the resources it possesses.
In 1976, Cecil Bower, David’s father, transitioned away from Tobacco. Currently the dairy has a
milking herd of 105 Holsteins along with 90 heifers, 12 dry cows, and 20 steers which will be sold for beef.
The calves are in community housing with a separate feeding facility for the heifers, milk line, and dry cows. In addition to feeding on concrete heavy use areas, they are rotationally grazed on 75 acres of pasture. By working with a private consultant on pest management the
dairy is currently transitioning to a non-gmo status and has eliminated spraying glyphosate in three years.
In 1998 the dairy spear headed a bold initiative and began Homestead Creamery with the intention of being “local” and “all natural” and has proven very successful in the region. Bower believes its increasingly important that consumers know where their product is
coming from and the conditions in which it was created. This understanding and an appreciation for the future of agriculture has led Goldenview Dairy to work diligently at conservation.
Working with the Blue Ridge SWCD, all the surface water on the farm has been excluded with both 35’ buffers and 10’ setbacks.
This had the added benefit of excluding 90% of the woodland protecting it for native species. Working with the Blue Ridge SWCD and
NRCS the farm has been planting multi-species cover crops. Diversions were installed in crop fields and they use of precision agricultural
practices to follow their nutrient management plan where nitrogen is split applied. The operation works with a team approach and uses
private consultants to help develop grazing plans and pest management. The farm is also working with NRCS in the development of a
comprehensive animal waste management system where all the waste from the heifers, calves, and dry cows will be kept in a concreate
storage facility along with runoff from the roofed heavy use area eliminating run off from the feeding areas while the milk line will continue to use an existing earthen storage facility.
To highlight their efforts to help educate the public, the farm hosts an annual “Farm Days“
in association with customer appreciation for Homestead Creamery where the public can enjoy hay
rides, view the calve barn, equipment, and try their hand at milking a cow. This is in addition to hosting Homestead Creamery related tours, high school groups, and working with a private firm to test
silage and grow test plots. All of this work is part of an effort to create a profitable farm with a sustainable future. As part of their community, their actions demonstrate that the applicant and dairy
care are concerned about their environment and the society in which they live and work. Mr. Bower’s enthusiastic approach towards farming, for agriculture, for the future, and for the responsibility
we all share in being wise and responsible stewards of the resources before us is contagious.

Blue Ridge SWCD’s BMP Year in View
FY2017 continued to be busy with a number of 100% SL-6 (Grazing Land Management) practices waiting on funding and several
participants interested in new practices. Due to a large earmark from DCR and the VA Soil & Water Board, the Blue Ridge SWCD was
able to fully fund all of its 100% SL-6 practices including 80% SL-6 practices, Cover Crops, Ag Wastes Systems and CREP (Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program). By the end of FY2017 there were a total of 4 CREP practices and 30 other practices in addition to the
100% SL-6 practices. Throughout 2017, the district had up to 69 or more practices classified as active and under construction.
During this fiscal year, $1,162,246 was paid out in cost-share which installed an equivalent of 25 miles of exclusion fencing, over
110 acres of riparian buffers, nearly 2,000 acres of harvestable and non-harvestable cover crops, three CREP practices and one winter feeding facility. The District is proud of these accomplishments and appreciates the dedicated farmers and landowners for their willing cooperation in this important endeavor.

Mission Statement: “The Mission of the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District is to promote
conservation of our natural Resources.” Vision Statement: “The Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation
District, as an elected autonomous body, will strive to coordinate the natural resource interests to achieve our mission by educating and providing technical assistance to the citizens within.”

Environmental Education Outreach
Benjamin Franklin
Middle School’s annual two
week Meaningful Watershed
Educational Experience
(MWEE) program on Powder Mill Creek was held in
September. The first week
consisted of classroom instruction by dedicated employees from Western Vir- Pathfinders for Greenway’s Mid-Week
ginia Water Authority, Fer- Crew install an outdoor classroom, bridge
and prepare a setback for easier trail access.
rum College and BFMS
Science teachers. The second week “Creek Week” is spent collecting, observing and testing physical, biological and chemical
parameters of Powder Mill Creek. Partners include BFMS,
WVWA, Ferrum College & Blue Ridge SWCD, Roanoke Greenways Pathfinders Mid-Week
Crew, Franklin County E &
S Dept., Franklin County
Public Schools and VADEQ.
Many thanks to Pathfinders
for Greenway’s Mid-Week
Crew for their time, talents
and dedication for making
this project possible and
thanks to VADEQ for
providing
a $1,400 MWEE
During “Creek Week” 6th graders at
BFMS perform biological monitoring. Mini Grant.

Months before
each competition, students
study aquatics, forestry, soils
and wildlife and also are required to be prepared to present an oral presentation on
the designated “special topic”
as a team. “Agriculture Stewardship and Conservation”
was the special topic for this
year’s competition. At the
Pictured left to right: Autumn Young, Logan
April 25th Area V Dominion Smith, Taylor Dudley, Emily Howell and Jason
Envirothon competition at
Tyree.
Sweet Briar College, the Blue
RidgeSWCD’s Envirothon team placed in the top three teams to advance to the state competition. The state Dominion Envirothon competition was held on May 21-22 at Virginia State University in Petersburg.

If you wish to assist our district by conserving
paper, send us an e-mail requesting current newsletters,
Annual Reports and flyers be sent to you via e-mail replacing the mailing of a hard copy. Please send E-mail inquiries to: Ksmith@brswcd.org

Thirty-one SWCDs in VA contributed a total of 79 Christmas ornaments
to the 2016 VASWCD Christmas Tree
display at the Annual Meeting held at the
Hotel Roanoke. Many thanks to
VASWCD and the following SWCDs for
their contribution to the creative and
unique beauty and success of this project:
Blue Ridge, Chowan, Clinch Valley, Colonial, Daniel Boone, Evergreen, Halifax,
Hanover-Caroline, Headwaters, Henricopolis, James River, Lake Country,
Lonesome Pine, Loudoun, Mountain,
Mountain Castle, New River, Northern
Neck, Patrick, Peanut, Piedmont, Prince William, Scott County, Shenandoah, Skyline, Southside, Tazewell, Thomas Jefferson, Three Rivers,
Tri-County and Virginia Dare.

Additional Education Outreach
Over 3,600 students, teachers
and adults benefited from the 2016-2017
Environmental Education resources the
Blue Ridge SWCD distributed within
Franklin, Henry, Roanoke Counties and
the City of Roanoke areas. This does
not include 2,107 Annual Report mailings, press releases and district website
availability. Additional activities provided
by the Blue Ridge SWCD included:
Carol David from Glade “Field Day” at Abbott Farm (featuring
Hill is pictured above as
the VCE Demonstration Kitchen, VSU,
the winner of the Rain
United Way, and the Rain Barrel Water
Barrel Demonstration
Harvesting Demonstration by the Blue
Drawing.
Ridge SWCD) Franklin County Ag Fair
featuring “Suga & Her 6 Bs” (1st and 3rd
grades) and the Stream Table (5th Grade), Streamside Tree
Planting (serving 800 students from Franklin and Henry Counties), The Great Soil Hunt at Axton Elementary School, Enviroscape, Dirt Babies, Soil Lab: “Soil, What’s In It?” at William
Byrd High School, “Till vs. No-Till” presentation for Franklin
County Master Gardeners, etc.
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Streamside Trees In the Classroom
(pictured on the left): April at Booker
T. Washington National Monument
with Dudley, Windy Gap, Glade Hill
and Boones Mill Elementary Schools
learning how to be a “Good Watershed
Neighbor” (working together in a group
of eight by transporting and balancing a
can of water without touching the can).

Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District

The production of the
puppet show “Suga and Her 6 B’s”
debuted on September 14 & 15 at
the 2016 Franklin County Ag Fair
for Franklin County’s first and
third graders. Students eagerly
listened to “Suga, and Her 6 Bs”
talk about pollination at Suga Magnolia’s Pollination Department
with her “B” buddies Bertha Bee,
Brody Beetle, Blanche Butterfly,
Brian Bird, Breezy and Beatrice
Bat.
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Blue Ridge SWCD Watershed Updates
Two Non-Point Source Success Stories

Pigg River Watershed—Big Chestnut Creek

Blackwater River Watershed—Blackwater Creek

According to U.S. E.P.A. VAW-L15R_CNT01AOO was first impaired for bacteria in 2004. After the installation of residential and agriculture best management practices, 2.43 miles
were delisted for bacteria in 2014 and since.

According to U.S.E.P.A VAW-LO8R-BWR01AOO/BWR01B06 was
first impaired for benthic macro-invertebrates in 2008. After the
installation of agriculture best management practices, 5.99 miles
were delisted for benthic macro-invertebrates in 2014 and since.

Greater Appalachian Sheep & Goat
According to Cynthia Martel, VCE Agent in Franklin County, the goal of
the Greater Appalachian Sheep and Goat Improvement Initiative is to increase net
farm income of existing sheep and goat producers, and help establish new sheep and
goat farmers in Bland, Carroll, Floyd, Franklin, Henry, Grayson, Patrick and Wythe
Counties. Sheep and goat numbers are on the rise in Virginia. Families are purchasing sheep and goats for a number of reasons, including youth 4-H and FFA projects,
wool production, and meat or dairy production. Unlike larger livestock, small ruminants consume less feed and require less land. Existing
herds are growing and new herds are starting because Virginia offers a great climate to raise successful flocks. There is also an economic
incentive to increase sheep and goat production. The US Census of Agriculture documented 220% growth in sheep and goat product revenue in these counties from 2007 until 2012 with a total economic impact of $853,000. For additional information, please e-mail
Cynthia Martel at cmartel@vt.edu or call her office (540) 483-5161.

Watershed Dam Accomplishments
Five dams located in Henry County and two located
in Franklin County were inspected by DCR’s Watershed Dams
Engineer Charles Wilson. All ten
watershed dams were approved to be first on the list to have
gate valve evaluations performed in the near future. Watershed
Dam Rehabilitation Program applications for nine dams were
submitted and received by NRCS for review. All ten watershed
dams were mowed with a second mowing scheduled for fall
2017. Small Dam Repair approvals for the year included ASR
(Alkali Specific
Reactive Aggregate) testing at Marrowbone (VA08908) and road
access repair for Bowman (VA 06701).

2016-2017 Conservation Accomplishments
Nutrient Management Plans Written……5
Cropland/Hayland Conservation Practices Planned…2,947.75 acres
Riparian Buffers……..84 acres
Feet of exclusion fence: ….. 112,453 feet.
Cropland Practices Applied……2,941.26 acres
Grazing Practices Applied: …..943.29 acres
(VDOF) Forest Practices: Tree planting 2,519 ac, Riparian Buffer Est. 48 ac,
Riparian Buffer Tax Credits 9 ac, Forest Stewardship Plans 10, Stewardship
Certification 7, Century Forest Certification 1 & Cost-share applications 85.

The Blue Ridge SWCD District Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month in Rocky Mount, Virginia at 5:00 p.m. Meetings are open to the public. Contact
the district office to find out the location of the next meeting. All programs and services of the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, sexual orientation, marital status, or handicap.
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2016–2017 Awards and Recognition
V.D.O.F.

Congratulations to
Logan Smith and Jacob Hodges
from Franklin County High School
recipients of the 2016 VASWCD
Youth Conservation Camp Scholarship. Some of the week’s activities included: Land Use Planning &
Watersheds, Hike to the Cascades
Waterfall, Dairy Science & Swine
Centers Tour, Wildlife research techniques, Karst
and Urban Forestry Demonstration to name a few.

2016-2017 Forestry Award Recipient
Danny
Campbell is a tree
farmer who is on
his second tree
rotation. Having
harvested loblolly
pine timber in the
latter part of 2014,
Mr. Campbell
utilized the EQIP
program to reforest a 60 acre tract. EQIP
not only helped pay for Mr. Campbell to
site-prep spray and replant the tract in
loblolly pine, but also encouraged him to
conserve the soil disturbed in the area used
as a logging deck by helping him plant this
critical area back in grass and forbs. In
addition, the loggers Mr. Campbell employed to harvest the site were instructed
to leave a riparian buffer around the
stream and ponds on the property, thereby
protecting these valuable resources by preventing sedimentation into them from the
harvested area. Danny is a true steward of
his land, which is the reason he was honored with the 2016 Forestry Award.

Pictured above , P.W. with
grandson, Tristen balancing a ride on
“Jack”.
P. W. Morgan, Senior
Conservation Specialist began
working for the district November 2003 and retired May 8, 2017
We all wish his family the best!

Congratulations to
Kailee Smith (left) and
Ariel D. Edwards
Magna Vista High
School in Henry County, recipients of the
2016-2017 Leo Painter
Scholarship Award
worth $500 each.
Smith plans to attend
VA Tech with a major
in Veterinary Medicine.

2016 FC Giving Gardens Production
Booker T. Washington & Horn Garden: 4,705 lbs.
New Vision Garden: 2,569.5 lbs.
Franklin County Community Giving Gardens are
your opportunity to volunteer your time and talents to
make a difference in the life and health of someone else. Giving Gardens are planted and
tended by volunteers, then harvested and produce is sent to local food banks, pantries and
local churches for distribution. If you can’t be involved at this level. You can simply plant
extra in your own garden and donate any surplus produce to a local food bank. You can be
part of a community-wide effort to ensure all will have access to healthier food options.
For more information contact: info@FCUnitedWay.org

On Tuesday, August 9, 2016 the Blue Ridge Soil & Water Conservation District and Farm
Service Agency welcomed three research scientists from China with their area guide Dr. Dave
Johnson. The Institute of Hydro-ecology is under the Ministry of Water Resources (central government), but is also a graduate degree-granting institute of the Chinese Academy of Science. The
Institute focuses on both basic and applied research related to ecological and environmental issues
resulting from water construction projects with the aim of supporting a sustainable development
strategy in China. Since its founding in 1987, the institute has assessed the environmental effects
of large hydro-projects such as the Three Gorges Project and the South-to-North Water Diversion project and carried out research on fishery resources in Chinese reservoirs and restoration of
the water environment in reservoirs and lakes. Address: 578 Xiongchu Avenue, Wuhan, Hubei,
China. To view abstract search this link: Journal of Hydro-ecology abstract-Chinese visitors August 2016
Photo from left to right: Dr. Dave Johnson (Retired Professor of Chemistry and Environmental Science at Ferrum College), Ms. Xiaojie Pan, Associate Professor and Research Scientist, Applied Ecology Department, Institute of Hydro-ecology (IHE, MWR & CAS) and she is an environmental biologist with a focus
on ecological effects, distribution characteristics, occurrence mechanism, and control measures for harmful algae, Tony Goff (Farm Service Agency Program Technician), Michael Tabor (Conservation Technician for Blue Ridge SWCD), Mr. Chengyan Wan; Professor, Research Scientist and Director of the Applied Ecology
Department, Institute of Hydro-ecology (IHE, MWR & CAS) and is also Deputy Chief Engineer at IHE, and Mr. Zhiwei Zheng, Senior Engineer at
IHE, Assistant Professor and Research Scientist, Applied Ecology Department, Institute of Hydro-ecology (IHE, MWR & CAS).
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2016-2017 Annual Farm Tour - Franklin County
Our 2016 Blue Ridge SWCD’s Annual Farm Tour featured Franklin County—”the Land Between the Lakes” Tour stops featured :

Established in 1962, C. T.
Jamison Precast is a septic tank
manufacturer specializing in Agriculture production, Mid Seam
& Multi Seam Tanks, and Top
Seam Tanks. Pictured above,
Mr. Jamison shares the history,
manufacturing and distribution
of their specialized product.

Near Ferrum, Lazy Pigg Farm
provides the highest quality
meat/poultry products without
using hormones or artificial
inputs, allowing the Dexter
Cattle, Katahdin Sheep, & pasture chickens to grow and
thrive in their natural environment while improving the land
by utilizing natural cycles.
Working with BRSWCD they
have installed a rotational grazing system with streambank
exclusion.

Founded in 1960 by Bill and
Juanita Thurman, Sr., Lazy Acres Angus was a
passion for Bill and family. Rumor has it that
Bill had three "LAZY" boys (Billy, Danny and
John) and a daughter (Kay) and thus the inspiration for the farm name. Four cows and one bull
purchased from the French's in Eden, NC created the nucleus of the herd today. Bill passed
away in 2001, but his desire to create value for
customers through reliable genetics and a focus
on customer service while maintaining a viable
and enjoyable family farm lives on today. Working with BRSWCD they have installed a rotational grazing system with streambank exclusion.

Exchange Milling owners
Bruce and Pam Layman rebuilt
their business after a 2015 fire
destroyed the original building
(1938) which was one of the
oldest businesses in Franklin
County. Pictured above, Everett
Boone describes the new technology used at their new location on Franklin Street.

Bill Sweeney (VDOF pictured third from left)
shares the many accomplishments of Danny
Campbell (recipient of the 2016 Forestry
Award). Mr. Campbell is pictured second from
left. Revisit page 4 to learn more of Mr. Campbell’s Tree Farm.

Lunch was catered by Rita Thurman
at the Woodmen of the World Center. Special guest speakers were Mr.
Cohan of Organic Valley Co-Op
and Mr. Ron Hanawalt from the
Moonshine Bee Keepers Association.

Four Oaks Farms, LLC is a small
family business owned and operated
by Jerry & Joyce Conner growing and marketing high quality gourmet lettuce and other leaf crops,
including microgreens, herbs and
other vegetables. They accomplish
this in a controlled environment
greenhouse operation utilizing the
most recent technology in a 100%
soilless hydroponic growing system.

A special “thank you” to our 2016 Farm Tour
patrons: Anderson Tractor, Bowles Fencing, CROPP Organic Valley, Exchange Milling Co., Farm Credit of the Virginias, FarmPLUS Insurance Services, Fence Builders, Flora
Funeral Services, Homestead Creamery, Mennel Milling Co.
of VA, Rockingham Cooperative, Rockydale Quarry Corp.,
Seven Oaks Landscapes Hardscapes Inc., Southern StatesCollinsville, and Virginia Office Supply. Door prize patrons
(*) included: Anderson Tractor, Angle Hardware, Crooked
Stitch, Four Oaks Farm, LLC, Growing Place, Ippy’s Restaurant & Lounge, Kupkakery & Bakery, and Virginia Office
Supply.

It’s been a tradition of the district over the past
several years to schedule an ice cream stop last. This year
Homestead Creamery was the grand finale’. Mike
Grisetti, VP of Operations at Homestead Creamery
(pictured at right), hosts a tour of the expanding facility
that will triple in size and improve efficiencies in all areas.

District Programs
The Blue Ridge Soil & Water Conservation District sets priorities and objectives that are defined in a strategic plan. An annual plan of work is completed by forming committees such as Budget, Soil
Stewardship, Youth, Annual Report, Conservation Awards, Annual Tour, Newsletter, Scholarship, Personnel, and other committees as needed. The Board of Directors encourages land users to adopt
Best Management Practices such as conservation tillage in their farm plans. This District works from a budget to effectively manage funds, facilities and equipment. The Blue Ridge SWCD supports
the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board, and the National Association of Conservation Districts. The directors attend area,
state, and national meetings. The Commonwealth of Virginia supports the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District through financial and administrative assistance provided by the Department
of Conservation and Recreation. Funding for the programs outlined in this report comes from a variety of sources, namely: DCR, local county governments, corporate sponsorship and donations.
Other funding comes from a variety of sources, mainly federal and state grants.
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Agencies Assisting the
Blue Ridge SWCD
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Farm Services Agency
Rural Development
U.S. Forest Service
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Virginia Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts
Virginia Cooperative Extension Service
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
Virginia Dept. of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board
Department of Conservation and Recreation
Division of Soil and Water Conservation

Perry Washington Morgan
September 9, 1945— September 7, 2017

Virginia Department of Forestry
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
Virginia Department of Transportation
West Piedmont Planning District
Roanoke Valley-Allegheny Regional Commission
Franklin County

Henry County
Roanoke County
City of Roanoke
Smith Mountain Lake Association
Smith Mountain Lake Policy Advisory Board
Blue Ridge Land Conservancy
Ferrum College
Western Virginia Water Authority
Franklin County Master Gardeners
Henry County Master Gardeners
Dan River Basin Association

Board of Directors
Daphne W. Jamison, Chairperson, Franklin County
Michael A. Loveman, Vice-Chairman, City of Roanoke
Nicholas H. Beasley, Roanoke County
Joel Hubert Bowman, Franklin County
Sarah Baumgardner, City of Roanoke
Darryl Holland, Henry County
Roger Holnback, Roanoke County
Darrell Jackson, Henry County—Retired Board Member
Andrew Barker, Henry County
Cynthia Martel, Franklin County-VCE
G. Dan Pace, Director At-Large, Henry County
Donald Brooks, Associate Director:, Franklin County
Byron R. Brooks, Associate Director, Franklin County

District Staff
Patricia R. Hodges
Secretary/Treasurer (Ext. 101)
Perry W. Morgan
Senior Conservation Specialist
Kathy B. Smith
Program Manager/Edu. Coordinator (Ext. 117)
and FOIA Officer (person to whom the public can
direct requests for public records in compliance
with the provisions of §2.2-3704.2.C)
Michael L. Tabor
Conservation Technician (Ext. 122)
Delbert Allen Jackson
Part-time Conservation Tech. Assistant (118)

