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St. Gall Farm Receives 2017 Virginia BMP Forestry Award 

Clinton Jamison receives 2017 Clean Water Farm Award 
In 1981 Henry Jamison purchased a dairy farm in western Franklin County. Over the next 33 years he would work to improve 

the farm.  He adopted techniques that would allow him to grow the business while being a 
responsible landowner by following one basic principal. If you weren’t able to do it right, then 
you probably shouldn’t be doing it in the first place.  

By the 1990’s Henry had removed the old Bank Barn and replaced it with a free stall 
barn and integrated flush system for a more thorough cleaning providing a cleaner environ-
ment for the cattle. Two pits were set up to receive all waste with one being higher than the 
other acting as a solids separator. During this time the herd increased from about 40 head to 
around 60 head. As additional barns were constructed, gutters and downspouts were installed 
to reduce erosion and any waste runoff. 

Around 2007 the farm would transition from conventional tillage to No-Till and 
adopt the use of cover crops. Travel lanes were installed allowing for the efficient movement 
of cattle between pastures for rotational grazing and reducing erosion. Very steep land would 
be primarily for grass, terraces installed to slow or divert any overland water flow, and grass waterways installed in any crop field where 
there were concentrated flows.  

In 2014 the farm passed from Henry to his nephew Clinton who operates it today with a milk line that varies between the upper 
80’s to mid-90’s. This is a testament to the hard work and dedication that both Henry and Clinton have put into this operation. Today 
Clinton carries on the family tradition of doing things the right way because that is simply how that are supposed to be done.  

Many of the practices started by Henry are being continued or expanded upon by Clinton. This includes excluding the livestock 
from all surface water, having both grass and wooded riparian buffers, utilizing soil test and plant sampling for more effective nutrient 
management, and seeking out ways to expand the farm, hoping to one day have all the heifers over one year completely on pasture.  

All of these conservation practices have been implemented voluntarily by Henry and Clinton because it was just the right thing 
to do. Because they believe as farmers they are beholden to the land and to their community. For them taking care of the environment 
and being an active participant in conservation is as much a part of farming as feeding cattle, mowing hay, and planting crops.  

 

Mission Statement:   
 “The Mission of the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District is to promote  

conservation of our natural Resources.”   

 
Vision Statement:  “The Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation  

District, as an elected autonomous body, will strive to coordinate the natural resource interests to achieve our mission by educating and 
providing technical assistance to the citizens within.”  
 

  Through hard work and patience,  Paul Hinlicky PhD and his wife Ellen returned 100 tired 
out acres of mountain land that was over farmed and eroded into 100 acres of  rejuvenated stable, pro-
tected soils and forestland (St. Gall Farm). With improved habitat and presence of traditional wildlife 
and game species. They also hope to restore habitat for quail and maintain lower (southern) pastures 
for a grass fed beef operation”. Traditional multiple use farming, forest timber production, wildlife 
habitat improvements through managing for soft and hard mast producing forest trees, habitat crea-
tion for quail through warm season grass establishment, edge creation, and protection of water quality 
through cost shared BMP practices. 
 Hinlicky has been an activist in wildlife and forestry management and conservation since 
before having his Forest Stewardship Management Plan written in 2009. He has taken advantage of 
resource professionals as well as having educated himself and has slowly accrued many appreciable 

accomplishments in both areas of forestry and wildlife conservation. Additionally, Hinlicky is an 
educator himself, a Tice Professor of Religion at Roanoke College.  To find out more information 
about the variety and special products St. Gall Farm has to offer visit www.stgallfarm.com. 

Blue Ridge Soil & Water Conservation District  
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Franklin, Henry, Roanoke Counties & the City of  Roanoke 

Paul Hinlicky, PhD (right) and his wife Ellen receive 
the 2017 VA BMP Forestry Award at the December 
2018 VASWCD Annual Meeting at the Renais-
sance in Portsmouth, VA. 



Additional Education Outreach  
  

 Over 4,000 students, 
teachers and adults benefited 
from the 2017-2018 Environ-
mental Education resources 
the Blue Ridge SWCD distrib-
uted within Franklin, Henry, 
Roanoke Counties and the 
City of Roanoke areas.  This 
does not include 2,107 Annu-
al Report mailings, press re-
leases and district website 
availability. Additional activi-
ties provided by the Blue 
Ridge SWCD included:  Food 
for America Day:  Instructed 

all Franklin County fourth graders about the VA Products 18’ x 
8’ Map (featuring agriculture products produced in the Appala-
chian Plateau, Valley & Ridge, Blue Ridge, Piedmont and 
Coastal Plain physiographic regions), Franklin County Ag Fair 
featuring Bee Pollination & Waggle Dance Relay for FC 1st 
graders and the VA Products Map for 3rd & 5th graders; 
Streamside Tree Planting (serving 800 students from Franklin 
and Henry Counties) at Booker T. Washington National Monu-
ment, Salt House Branch, & Jamison Mill with Franklin County 
Elementary Schools and Martinsville City Schools at Dick & 
Willy Park learning how to be a “Good Watershed Neighbor” 
(working together as “community counsel members” in several 
groups of eight by transporting and balancing a can of water 
without touching the can), Enviroscape, Dirt Babies, Soil Lab:  
“Soil, What’s In It?” at William Byrd High School. 

Environmental Education Outreach  
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     The Blue Ridge SWCD instruct-
ed nearly 1,800 Franklin County 
students at  the 2017 Franklin 
County Ag Fair Day Program for all 
1st, 3rd and 5th grades.  First grad-
ers participated in the “Pollination 
Relay” with the 3rd and 5th grade 
classes matching agriculture prod-
ucts to the five physiographic re-
gions (Appalachian Plateau, Valley 
& Ridge, Blue Ridge, Piedmont & 
Coastal Plain) on an 18’ x 8’ Virginia 
Products Map.   The VA Products 
Map was also used for Franklin 
County Public School’s fourth grade 
classes at the Food for America Day 
last spring.   

  Blue Ridge & Patrick SWCD’s 
hosted an Area V Envirothon 
workshop.  Guest speakers in-
cluded Chris Brown (VCE Ag 
Agent), Beck Flora (Edgewood 
Cattle Farm), Leigh Prom and 
Kathy Palmieri (Franklin County 
Toast Masters), and Beth Beran 
(VASWCD).  This  Area V En-
virothon Training Workshop 
was made possible by Domin-
ion Energy Envirothon and 
VASWCD. 

       Benjamin Franklin 
Middle School’s annual two 
week Meaningful Watershed 
Educational Experience 
(MWEE) program on Pow-
der Mill Creek was held in 
April. The first week con-
sisted of classroom instruc-
tion by dedicated employees 

from Western Virginia 
Water Authority, Ferrum 
College and BFMS Sci-
ence teachers. The second 

week “Creek Week” is spent collecting, observing and testing 
physical, biological and chemical parameters of Powder Mill 
Creek.  Partners include BFMS, WVWA, Ferrum College & Blue 
Ridge SWCD, Save Our Streams, Franklin County Master Natu-
ralists, Franklin County Public Schools and VADEQ.  

 Months before each com-
petition, students study aquatics, 
forestry, soils and wildlife and also 
are required to be prepared to pre-
sent an oral presentation on the 
designated “special topic” as a 
team.  “Range & Pasture Land” was the special topic for this year’s 
competition.  At the April 24th Area V Dominion Envirothon compe-
tition at Sweet Briar College, the  Blue Ridge SWCD’s Envirothon 
team placed in the top three teams to advance to the state competi-
tion.  The state Dominion Envirothon competition was held on May 
21-22 at Virginia State University in Petersburg. 

 At the April 24, at Waid Recreation Area & Sports Complex 
Blue Ridge & Patrick SWCDs hosted the 2018 Area V Dominion En-
ergy Envirothon competition.  The Blue Ridge SWCD’s Envirothon 
Team (FCHS) placed 2nd Overall to advance to the State Dominion 
Energy Envirothon on May 20-21, 2018 at Ferrum College. 

 If you 
are interested in 
receiving more 
information or 
considering 
coaching a 2018-
2019 Envirothon 
Team contact 
Kathy Smith, 
Program Man-
ager/Education 
Coordinator at 
(540) 483-5341 
ext. 117. 

During “Creek Week” 6th graders at 
BFMS perform chemical water monitoring. 

 If you wish to assist our  district by conserving 
paper, send us an e-mail requesting current newslet-
ters, Annual Reports and flyers be sent to you via e-
mail replacing the mailing of a hard copy. Please send 
E-mail inquiries to: Ksmith@brswcd.org  

Pictured left to right (Madison Burnette, Autumn Young, Jason Tyree, 
Taylor Jordan and Hunter Brown 

Above in center:  Chris Brown (VCE) points 
to an area of interest on the Flora’s Edgewood 
Cattle Farm as part of the 2017 Area V 
Envirothon Training hosted at the Sontag 
Community Center. 

First grade students from Franklin County 
Public Schools put on their bee wings as they 
learned how bees pollinate flowers at the 2017 
Franklin County Ag Fair Day Program. 
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Blue Ridge SWCD Watershed Updates 
 Smith River/Blackberry Creek Residential Septic 

 

 The Smith River/Blackberry Creek Residential Septic Grant is available for those living in the portion of the Smith 
River watershed northwest of Martinsville and the Blackberry Creek watershed.  Quali-
fying homeowners may receive 50 percent of the cost of septic system pump-outs, 
public sewer  hook-ups (where available), repairs, and replacements.  In addition,  the  

program also educates residents about proper septic system care and about the envi-
ronmental and health impacts of failing septic systems. Since January 2018, 15 pump-
outs and three replacements have been approved within six months of the beginning 
of this program. Outreach efforts had begun including roadside signs, public speaking, 
and newspaper articles.  Funding has been made in whole or in part by the U.S.E.P.A. 
and the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality under a Section 319 grant. 

        

  

 

      The Blue Ridge SWCD District Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month in Rocky Mount, Virginia at 5:00 p.m.  Meetings are open to the public. Contact 
the district office to find out the location of the next meeting.  All programs and services of the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District are offered on a non-
discriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, sexual orientation, marital status, or handicap. 

Greater Appalachian Sheep & Goat Improvement Initiative 

 

 According to Cynthia Martel, Virginia Cooperative Extension Agent in Franklin County, the goal of 

the Greater Appalachian Sheep & Goat Improvement Initiative is to increase net farm income of existing 

sheep and goat producers and help establish new sheep and goat farmers in Bland, Carroll, Floyd, Franklin, 

Grayson, Henry,  Patrick and Wythe Counties.  As the district continues its work on this grant during this fiscal 

year, Appomattox, Bedford, Campbell, Halifax & Pittsylvania Counties have been added.  Families are pur-

chasing sheep and goats for a number of reason, including youth 4-H and FFA projects, wool production, and 

meat or dairy production.  For additional information, please e-mail Cynthia Martel at cmartel@vt.edu or call her at (540) 483-5161. 

2017-2018 Conservation Accomplishments  
Nutrient Management Plans Written……8 

Cropland/Hayland Conservation Practices Planned… 2,238 acres 

Riparian Buffers…….. 98.5 acres 

Feet of exclusion fence: …..  112,557 feet. 

Cropland Practices Applied…… 1,785 acres 

Grazing Practices Applied:  ….. 1,192 acres 

(VDOF) Forest Practices:  Tree planting  ac, Riparian Buffer Est.  ac, Riparian Buffer Tax Credits  ac, Forest Stewardship Plans , Steward-

ship Certification , Century Forest Certification  & Cost-share applications . 

Watershed Dam Accomplishments 
  Dam owner inspections were conducted for seven dams located in Henry County and two located in Franklin County  by the 
district’s conservation technical staff and DCR’s Watershed Dams Engineer Charles Wilson.  In March 2017, all ten watershed dams had 
gate valve evaluations performed. Biannual mowing was successfully accomplished for all of the district dams.   

 Excess spring rains triggered watershed dam representatives swift response with successfully implementing recently updated 
Emergency Action Plans. Many thanks for the time and efforts of the  land owners, district’s technical staff, staff gauge observers and 
emergency responders! Fortunately ,this incident did not require going beyond Stage 1. Clearing debris from selected dam risers was ac-
complished with the assistance of the district’s technical staff, Roger Holnback (district director) and Charles Wilson (DCR Dam Safety 
and Flood Plain Management).  Small Dam Repair  report for  ASR (Alkali Specific Reactive Aggregate) testing at Marrowbone (VA08908) 
was received and road access repair planning for Bowman (VA 06701)continues.   
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            2017–2018 Awards and Recognition 

      Congratulations to Emily L. Cathey 
graduate of Patrick Henry High School.  
She plans to attend UVA majoring in 
Environmental Science and Taylor S. 
Jordan, Franklin County 
High School plans to 
attend Dabney Lancaster 
Community College ma-
joring in Forest Manage-
ment Technology.  They 
are the 2017-2018 Leo 
Painter Scholarship 
Award recipients (each 
receiving $500).   

       Congratula-
tions to Justin Craig 
recipient of the 2017 
VASWCD Youth 
Conservation Camp 
Scholarship. Some of 
the week’s activities 
included:  Land Use 
Planning & Water-
sheds, hiking trip to 

the Cascades Waterfall, Dairy Science & 
Swine Centers tour, wildlife research tech-
niques, Karst and Urban Forestry Demon-
stration to name a few.  
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 2009 Hall of Famer:  George Dan Pace, Sr. 

 A mover on the conservation front and a well renowned man across the table in Virginia 
Mr. G. Dan Pace was nominated rightfully so for induction into the 2009 Southeast Hall of Fame 
by the Virginia Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts.  His dedicated work with the 
Association, commitment to his local district and his relations with our partners are to be admired. 

 Born in May of 1929, Mr. Dan Pace has dedicated his life to soil and water conservation, 
to agriculture and to community service.  He has dedicatedly served as a Director for the Blue 
Ridge Soil & Water Conservation District since November 1972.  Recently retired from the 
BRSWCD board, his 45 years of service simply brushes at the experience and leadership he has 
offered to the field. 

 Dan passed away on August 23, 2018.  He resided on a 300-acre family farm with his wife 
Linnie in Ridgeway, Virginia where he was born and raised.  In fact his family farm was recognized 
by the Virginia Farm Bureau Federation as a Bicentennial Farm in 1981 for the forethought and 
economic ability to preserve the family ownership for 200 or more years.  Sharing in the love and 
family history of the farm are his two daughters, son, five granddaughters, one grandson and one 
great-grandson.   

Franklin 
County Com-
munity Giving 
Gardens are 
your oppor-
tunity to vol-
unteer your 
time and tal-
ents to make a 
difference in 

the life and health of someone else. Giving Gardens 
are planted and tended by volunteers, then harvested 
and produce is sent to local food banks, pantries and 
local churches for distribution. By way of example, 
giving gardens located within the Booker T. Wash-
ington National Monument and on the Horne Coop-
ers Cove property harvested over 6,900 lbs. of organ-
ic produce that was sent to the food pantry at Lake 
Christian Ministries." 

If you can’t be involved at this level, you can simply 
plant extra in your own garden and donate any sur-
plus produce to a local food bank. You can be part of 
a community-wide effort to ensure all will have ac-
cess to healthier food options.  For more information 
visit https://www.uwrv.org 

 

Keith Receives 2018 Forest Stewardship Field Forester Award 

 The Forest Service’s Forest Stewardship 
Program partners with state forestry agencies to 
assist private landowners in actively managing 
their forests. Every two years the Forest Steward-
ship Program recognizes a state forestry agency 
field forester who has made a significant contri-
bution to the Forest Service mission of sustaining 
the nation’s forests and grasslands. 

Kevin Keith has been recognized as the 2018 
Forest Stewardship Field Forester. As a senior 
area forester with the Virginia Department of 
Forestry, he manages a multi-county work area 
and supervises four employees. As a field forester, 

he provides exceptional service to private forest landowners. His 2016 accomplish-
ments highlight his passion for sustaining healthy private forests: he wrote 24 forest 
stewardship management plans to help private landowners better manage 9,048 
acres of forestland. He also wrote 92 other management plans covering 2,752 acres, 
implemented 725 forest restoration activities on 21,686 acres and planted 8,552 
trees on 236 sites. Keith annually uses more than $100,000 in federal and state cost-
share funds to promote healthier forests, including increased pre-commercial pine 
thinning and site preparation prior to planting. 

Actively managed private forests provide local jobs, timber revenue, wildlife habi-
tat, watershed protection, recreation opportunities and many other public benefits. 
Keith’s assistance to private forest landowners is invaluable to the public good. 

2017 VASWCD Photo Contest:  “Busy Bees” 

By Ann Harrell of Roanoke County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

by Ann Harrell of Roanoke County 

Cooperative Forestry Director Steve Koehn (left) with 
2018 Forest Stewardship Field Forester Kevin 
Keith.  Photo by Andrew Owen, Arizona Dept. of 
Forestry & Fire Management, Forest Service photo. 

Leo Painter 
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2017-2018 Annual Farm Tour - Henry County    
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District Programs 
The Blue Ridge Soil & Water Conservation District sets priorities and objectives that are defined in a strategic plan.  An annual plan of work is completed by forming committees such as Budget, Soil 
Stewardship, Youth, Annual Report, Conservation Awards, Annual Tour, Newsletter, Scholarship, Personnel, and other committees as needed. The Board of Directors encourages land users to 
adopt Best Management Practices such as conservation tillage in their farm plans.   This District works from a budget to effectively manage funds, facilities and equipment.  The Blue Ridge SWCD 
supports the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board, and the National Association of Conservation Districts.  The directors 
attend area, state, and national meetings. The Commonwealth of Virginia supports the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District through financial and administrative assistance provided by 
the Department of Conservation and Recreation. Funding for the programs outlined in this report comes from a variety of sources, namely: DCR, local county governments,  corporate sponsorship 

and donations.  Other funding comes from a variety of sources, mainly federal and state grants.  

 A special “thank you” to our 2017 Farm Tour 
patrons:   Bowles Fencing, Exchange Milling Co., Farm 
Credit of the Virginias, Farm PLUS Insurance Services,  
Fence Builders, Fisher & Thompson, Flora Funeral 
Services,  Homestead Creamery, Rockydale Quarries, 
Seven Oaks Landscape, & Superior Retread.  Door 
prize patrons (*) included: Ippy’s Restaurant & Lounge. 

 It’s been a tradition of the district over 
the past several years to schedule an ice cream stop 
last.  This year Homestead Creamery  at 
Jack Dalton Park was the grand finale’ serv-
ing their famous ice cream flavors to our guests. 
District Director, Darryl Holland displays a big 
ice cream grin! 

The Brown Farm straddles Franklin & 
Henry Counties and consists of: ~ 1600 
acres of crop land, 500 acres of hay/pasture 
land and over 1800 tons of hay storage. 
Among the commodity crops produced are 
sunflowers, corn, soybeans, small grains & 
grass hay. Recently installed grain bins are 
capable of storing 56 thousand bushels, a 
3,600 Bu wet tank, 1,000 bushel per hour 
dryer and 84’ grain elevator.  

 Lunch was enjoyed at Clarence’s 
Steak & Seafood Restaurant. Jason Tyree 
(center) winner of the 2018 Farm Tour door 
prize (gift certificate to Ippy’s Restaurant & 
Lounge)!  (pictured on the left is Autumn 
Young). 

 The history of James River Equipment 
dates back to 1926 when Rudolph Romer, great 
grandfather of Mark Romer, current president, 
opened a John Deere dealership in Holly, Colo-
rado. Rudolph’s dealership was able to prosper 
in spite of the depression largely due to its com-
mitment to the customers. The foundation for 
offering quality products and supporting them 
with exceptional customer service was laid, and 
expanded eastward in 1977 when the Romer 

family purchased a 
dealership in Virgin-
ia, begetting James 
River Equipment. 
Pictured left, District 

Director Andrew 

Barker looks down 

towards the crowd 

from the monster 

sized John Deere 

Forage Harvester. 

 

 

 

 Kevin Keith, VDOF (right) shares the 
many accomplishments of Mr. Robert Breece, 
Jr. (2017 Henry County BMP Forestry Award 
recipient is pictured center).  With a total of 305 
acres, Mr. Breece’s primary objectives are to 
maintain the health of the forest  (hardwood and 
pine forest products) and improve wildlife man-
agement. At this point in time, two large decks 
have been stabilized preventing sedimentation 
from these bare dirt areas from reaching the 
nearby streams. This land owner is very passion-
ate about his property and works very hard to 
keep his property healthy and productive. 

 Based in North Carolina, 
with a new production operation site 
in Martinsville, VA, Performance 
Livestock and Feed provides custom-
ers from Florida to Michigan with 
feed for cattle, horse and other live-
stock. According to President, Jason 
Pendleton, each of its more than 50 
products uses a mixture of traditional 
and nontraditional ingredients to 
create scientifically tested, high perfor-
mance animal feed. The company’s 
new production operation will be 
served by rail, allowing the company 
to make bulk purchases of key feed 
ingredients and creating cost savings 
for customers. 

Sandy River Farm, owned and operated by 
Tom Hairston, Jr., is a mix of timberland and 
agriculture on approximately 850 acres.  Kevin 
Keith (VDOF Senior Area Forester)  along 
with  Robert Morgan, Consulting Forester at 
Morgan Forestry Consultants, Inc., hosted 
this scenic Forestry stop with a spot light on 
the different stands of fast growing hybrid 
Loblolly pine the farm was producing. 
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Daphne W. Jamison, Chairperson, Franklin County 

Michael A. Loveman, Vice-Chairman, City of Roanoke 
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Sarah Baumgardner, City of Roanoke 

R. Darryl Holland, Henry County 

Roger Holnback, Roanoke County 
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Andrew Barker, Henry County 

Cynthia Martel, Franklin County-VCE 

Byron Brooks, Director At-Large, Henry County 
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Kathy B. Smith 
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direct requests for public records in compliance 
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Agencies Assisting the  
Blue Ridge SWCD 

 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Farm Services Agency 

Rural Development 

U.S. Forest Service 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Virginia Association of Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts 

Virginia Cooperative Extension Service 

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 

Virginia Dept. of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board 

Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Division of Soil and Water Conservation 

Virginia Department of Forestry 

Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 

Virginia Department of Transportation 

West Piedmont Planning District 

Roanoke Valley-Allegheny Regional Commission 

Franklin County 

Henry County 

Roanoke County 

City of Roanoke 

Smith Mountain Lake Association 

Smith Mountain Lake Policy Advisory Board 

Blue Ridge Land Conservancy 

Ferrum College 

Western Virginia Water Authority 

Franklin County Master Gardeners 

Henry County Master Gardeners 

Dan  River Basin Association 

 


