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New Dawn Acres Receives Clean Water Farm Award
New Dawn Acres is a dairy goat farm that operates sustainably and organically. Since its start
in 2008 Summer Pate has been working with VDACS with the goal of becoming a Class A goat
dairy. With every passing year the farm has grown closer to that goal, but along the way, it has not
lost sight of the importance of being an environmentally responsible producer. The current operation
consists of a herd of 60 females and four bucks, divided into those females in milk, the dry goats and
yearlings, and the bucks. They are rotated through four paddocks to help with parasite control, with
the milk line having access to a wooded area for needed browse. This is a small acreage farm with
only 7 acres of pasture, but the herd does not overwhelm the pastures and the grass will outgrow the
goats eating. Working with the Farm Service Agency, Summer participated in the CREP program to
install a 35’ buffer and alternative watering system. This helped reduce stream erosion while limiting
non-point source pollution by preventing the goat’s access to the stream. Later utilizing another program cross fencing was added.
Summer & James Pate
In addition to the goats, Summer also raises free range
chickens and ducks, selling the eggs to add additional income as she works on becoming certified. These follow the goats in the field helping to eliminate insect pest
and parasites. Following the model of sustainability, all household food waste is
used on the farm either as compost or as additional feed stuffs for the livestock.
Later, Summer would work with the Conservation District to install a roofed heavy
use area with attached manure storage to help reduce erosion. This facility was the
first of its kind in the conservation district to be designed for use with goats. It has Heavy use area with manure storage for goats
proved itself to be a great benefit for the farm resulting in healthier and happier
goats while reducing erosion and allowing the waste to be stored for better use. She currently cleans out the facility twice a
year and land applies the manure in accordance with a nutrient management plan developed by DCR. Continuing her desire
to become a licensed dairy, she worked with the local Extension office for a grant to help build a milking parlor.
Recently, the farm has added two Jersey dairy cows and uses them to help keep the pastures clean. These
can be turned in with any of the goats and usually go on when the pasture is about 9
-10” high and moved when it gets down to 4”. The chickens in the pasture help better distribute all the manure further eliminating pests. To help with predators the
farm utilizes Great Pyrenees dogs and sells them as well to other farms needing similar controls. Given the unique nature of this farm it frequently hosts both public,
private, and home school groups from the region helping them learn about the benefits and possibilities of operating an environmentally friendly and sustainable farm.
From the farm’s inception, it has been the goal to be an engaged member of the
community while being conservation oriented. This small operation seeks to be susStream Exclusion and Cross Fencing
tainable through recognizing current market demands for diversity and ecological
awareness. The drive and determination to accomplish these worthy pursuits make Summer Pate and New Dawn Acres worthy of the Clean Water Farm Award.

Mission Statement: “The Mission of the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District is to promote
Conservation of our natural Resources.”

Vision Statement: “The Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District, as an elected autonomous body,
will strive to coordinate the natural resource interests to achieve our mission by educating
and providing technical assistance to the citizens within.”

Environmental Education Outreach
Benjamin Franklin
Middle School
Nature Trail
In June of 2020, the Plant Southern Piedmont Natives campaign received a 30 in 30 Green Grant from Keep
Virginia Beautiful, in partnership with Altria and Coca-cola,
to develop a demonstration garden along a nature trail at
Benjamin Franklin Middle School (BFMS) in Franklin County. This nature trail runs through a forested area on the
northern section of the school property along Powder Mill
Creek. Native plants can be viewed at the entrance to the
trail and in several locations along the trail.
This summer, local volunteers from , Franklin
County Master Gardeners, Save Our Streams, Ferrum College, the Blue Ridge SWCD, and Master Naturalists helped
clear fallen trees, large patches of invasive Japanese stilt grass
and poison ivy in preparation for planting native plants along
the BFMS Nature Trail. Native plants will be planted along
the trail entrance in September 2020. The following list of
plants are native in this forested area along Powder Mill
Creek:
Jack-in-the-Pulpit (Arisaema triphyllum)
May Apple (Podophyllum peltatum)
Spreading Jacob’s Ladder (Polemonium reptans)
River Oats (Chasmanthium latifolium)
Christmas Fern (Polystichum acrostichoides)
White Turtlehead (Chelone glabra)
Hoary Mountain Mint (Pycnanthemum icanum)
Wild Geranium (Geranium maculatum)
Blue Flag Iris (Iris Virginica)
Spicebush (Lindera benzoin)
Great Blue Lobelia (Obelia siphilitica)
Basil Beebalm (Monarda clinopodia)
For more information, visit our web site at
www.plantvirginianatives.org/about-2

Master Gardeners: The Busy Bees
During 2019-2020 the Franklin County
Master Gardeners (FCMG) have been very busy
with a plethora of community activities. The following accomplishments have been successfully
achieved: 1) Local Food & Gardening Directory
celebrated its’ 10th edition. The directory increases
awareness of locally grown produce, flowers and
garden products. Many thanks to our sponsors
and producers for their continued financial support.
2) They continue to provide an educational site for organic
square foot gardening at Booker T. Washington site. The Heritage Garden at Booker T. Washington National Monument (BTWNM) continues
to be an educational resource for both the community and FCMG’s. It is
an integral part of the monument’s tours which emphasize what was
grown on the farm and how it was used in the 1860’s. Produce is sent to
Lake Christian Ministries.
3) Coopers Cove garden accommodates more crops and is used
for experimental gardening. Over 8,000 pounds of produce and 1,200
volunteer hours were donated this fiscal year to supplement the food pantry at Lake Christian Ministry.
4) Over the past nine years, FCMG have been teaching 1st graders at Dudley Elementary on where their food comes from. Students
studied soil, water, recycling, plant reproduction/growth, pollination,
planting and harvesting. Enjoying the fruit of their labor was very rewarding. In addition, 2nd and 3rd graders at Callaway Elementary were taught
how to work in the garden in classroom sessions every other week in the
garden.
5) FCMG consult with lake property owners on maintaining the
water quality of Smith Mountain Lake by using plants and landscape projects along the shoreline. They work together with Smith Mountain Lake
Association and Master Naturalists. One garden bed is maintained and
used as a demonstration buffer garden. This program has won recognition from the Smith Mountain Lake Association for riparian buffer to
protect lake quality.
6) Other projects include donating over 350 pounds of garden
produce to local senior Citizens in Franklin County.
7) Also, FCMG work with homeowners to design, plant, and
maintain landscaping at Habitat for Humanity Houses. A Helpline is also
available to assist homeowners with gardening and other horticultural
inquiries.

Due to the pandemic, the 2019-2020 Envirothon local, Area, State and National competitions
were canceled. However, months before each competition, student teams study aquatics, forestry, soils
and wildlife and also were required to be prepared to present an oral presentation on the designated
“special topic” (Water Resources Management: Local Control-Local Solutions). Featured speakers had
been scheduled for one of the Area V Dominion Envirothon training workshops which included: Sarah
Baumgardner (Western Virginia Water Authority’s Director of Public Relations), Bill Sweeney (Forester for VDOF), Connie Hylton
(certified Save Our Streams), William Hodges (Wildlife Biologist with Virginia Game & Inland Fisheries) and Cameron
Clark and Louise Jacques (NRCS Soil Scientists).
Fortunately, the Blue Ridge SWCD was awarded a $2,000 grant from the National Conservation Foundation
(through the VASWCD) to provide outreach for interested students (9-12 grades) in the City of Roanoke, Roanoke
County, Henry County and Franklin County during the 2020-2021 school year. This grant will allow students, to be
given an opportunity to further their knowledge on natural resources and learn more about career paths with no cost to
their school.
If you are interested in receiving more information or considering coaching a 202-2021 Envirothon
Team contact Kathy Smith, Program Manager/Education Coordinator at (540) 352-3314.
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Blue Ridge SWCD Watershed Updates
Watershed Dam Accomplishments
The District’s ten Watershed Dams provide safety for property downstream as they
help reduce flooding. With increased rainfall lately this is proving more vital than ever. The structures, which are all over 40 years old and most over 50 years old, require a lot of maintenance.
This past year in addition to regular mowing, there has been additional brush clearing, spraying,
and reseeding to establish better grass cover. The District has also been at work making sure
Emergency Action Plans are up to date and everyone is prepared for high water events. In May,
Henry County saw historic flooding, and while none of the emergency spillways were activated
(water flow through the spillway), water did enter the edge of the emergency spillway at the Stanley Dam in Horsepasture and the Seale’s
Dam was within a few inches of entering the emergency spillway. During storm events such as the many recent ones, it can be hazardous
to observe the condition of the Dams and access can be a problem. To help with this DCR has provided remote monitoring equipment
that will allow the staff to observe the water level of the lake. Working with DCR engineers we hope to have these installed in the near
future. Given the age and condition of the Dams, while functioning properly, some need upgrading. This past year DCR announced and
awarded contracts to begin the design for the rehabilitation of Leatherwood #5 (pictured above) in Henry County. Given the size of the
watershed and the number of people that could be impacted below the dam, it was identified as a priority for the state. While much work
remains before a final design is presented, this will be a major project and help ensure the safety of life and property downstream and reaffirms the District’s commitment to the area.

Smith River/Blackberry Creek Residential Septic
The Smith River/Blackberry Creek Residential Septic Program is scheduled to end on September 30th, 2020 with the last practices being approved at the July 27 th, 2020 Blue Ridge SWCD Board Meeting.
So far, the grant has expended around $46,000 of cost-share that has funded 16 septic tank pump-outs, one
connection to public sewer, one septic system repair, and 13 septic system replacements with one repair and
one pump-out still outstanding as of August 1, 2020. The program was funded by an EPA section 319 grant
awarded to Blue Ridge SWCD through the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality. Implementation began in early 2018.

NRCS hired
District Conservationist
Derek Hancock on July
6th, 2020. Mr. Hancock
has been with NRCS 11
years, starting the agency
as a soil conservationist
working on the Eastern
Shore of Virginia in Accomack and Northampton Counties. From there he became
a district conservationist, moving to the Amelia Service
Center where he covered Amelia, Powhatan and Goochland
counties for almost 3 years. Laterally transferring, Hancock
then moved to Farmville where he served Prince Edward
and Nottoway counties for the past 6 years. Derek has a
bachelor’s degree in Agriculture from Ferrum College, and
along with his wife and two boys, is an avid outdoorsman.
Being from Montgomery County, Mr. Hancock shared with
us personally, that he “is glad to be back home, and looking
forward to establishing relationships throughout this community”.

2019-2020 Conservation Accomplishments
Nutrient Management Plans Written…. 10
Cropland/Hay Land Conservation Practices Planned…3,128.9 acres
Riparian Buffers…….. 14.3 acres
Feet of exclusion fence: ….. 14,749 feet.
Cropland Practices Applied…… 2,743 acres
Grazing Practices Applied: ….. 98.9 acres
(VDOF) Forest Practices:
Forest Stewardship Management Plans – 8
Forest Stewardship Certifications—4
Tree Planting Projects (Hardwood & Pine) – 52
Riparian Buffer Tax Credits – 9
Pre-Harvest Plans – 3
Projects that received Cost Share Funding – (RT, VABMP, EQIP, CREP, CRP,
SPBB)-70
Invasive Species Control Projects – 10
Prescribed Burns – 6
Wildfires Suppressed – 4
Timber harvest sites inspected—209

The Blue Ridge SWCD District Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month in Rocky Mount, Virginia at 5:00 p.m. Meetings are open to the public. Contact
the district office to find out the location of the next meeting. All programs and services of the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, sexual orientation, marital status, or handicap.
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2019–2020 Awards and Recognition
In Memory of Jack Milton Hodges

Jack retired from Suntrust Bank after 36 years of employment and
was on the Virginia Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation Board for 43
years. Throughout his tenure he would serve in many capacities including
chairman of numerous committees and Chairman of the Board itself. He
did not limit his service to the District alone but would share his talent with
the rest of the state serving as the Area V Chairman and on the Virginia
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts Board for eight years.
During this time, he would be instrumental in the drafting of the Virginia
Association of Soil and Water Conservation District’s (VASWCD) Vision
Betty Jean and Jack Hodges enjoying one of the
and Mission Statements and VASWCD Annual Meetings at the Hotel Roanoke.
the creation of the Educational Foundation. Along
with his wife Betty Jean, Jack was a fixture at the VASWCD Annual Meetings and thoroughly supported the efforts of the Districts in all their endeavors including conservation, education, and public safety.

Jack Hodges on a site visit at one of the watershed
dams located in Henry County, Virginia.

Jack Milton Hodges, 83, of Ridgeway, VA, passed away on March 3,
2020. He was born on December 27, 1936, in Martinsville, Va. to the late
George Dewey and Virginia Thomasson Hodges. He was a former Deacon,
Sunday School Teacher and Trustee of Fontaine Baptist Church in Martinsville where he was a lifelong member. Jack Hodges faithfully served the Blue
Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District as a Director for Henry County
from 1972 until his retirement from the Board in 2015.

In November 2019, Freeda Cathcart was elected as the Blue Ridge SWCD's newest director,
representing the City of Roanoke. In the early 1990's, she was the President of the Roanoke Natural
Foods Co-op. She was one of the Founders of the Left Bank Land Co. in Floyd, Virginia working
with the shareholders to create the "Artesia" Land Trust on their property in 1995. Artesia protects
the watershed and the old growth forest from being developed for future generations. The property
associated with the Left Bank Land Co. supports several successful farm market growers
and independent cottage industries. Cathcart currently serves on the "League of Women Voters of
the Roanoke Valley" and "Points of Diversity" boards. She and her husband of 32 years have four
children. She enjoys hiking, kayaking and singing in her church's choir.

Congratulations to Kylie E. Jackson the 2019If you
2020 Leo Painter Scholarship Award recipient
wish to assist our
(receiving $1,000). A graduate from Franklin County
district by conserving paper,
High School, Ms. Jackson’s interests include environsend us an emental science, with an emphasis in wildlife conservation,
mail requesting
Envirothon competition and volunteers at the local Hucurrent newsletmane Society. She has succeeded in her focus in higher
ters, Annual Relevel math and science classes a the Advance Placement
ports and flyers
and Dual Enrollment levels to raise her competitive stabe sent to you via e-mail replacing the
tus for acceptance into a strong STEM program. This
mailing of a hard copy. Please send Efall she plans to attend the University of Mary Washingmail inquiries to: Ksmith@brswcd.org
ton, in Fredericksburg, VA. We at the Blue Ridge SWCD wish Ms. Jackson a
prosperous and rewarding career in her future educational endeavors.
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2019-2020 Annual Farm Tour - Franklin County
Cahas Mountain Charcoal

Exchange Milling Company

Exchange Milling Co. Inc. is
Cahas Moun- located in Rocky Mount, VA and is
tain Charcoal part of the Livestock & Other Animal
Food Manufacturing Industry. Exproduces
change Milling is a seed dealer and has
award winning all natu- a retail store (West-Franklin Mercantile”) that sells name brand work clothral lump
ing, lawn and garden supplies, and
charcoal
other miscellaneous merchandise.
from 100%
Owners Bruce and Pam Layman repure VA
built after the 2015 fire destroyed the
hardwood. The production of charcoal is a
byproduct of the staging facility in Callaway to original building (1938) which was one
of the oldest businesses in Franklin
demonstrate a new energy technology called
County.
GEM*STAR (Green Energy Multipler*Subcritical Technology for Alternative
Reactors). Although the facility will not produce electricity, it will provide a way to show
how the GEM*STAR process works.
Dr. Charles Bowman, an expert in the
field of neutron science and president of
ADNA (Accelerator Driven Neutron Applications Corp.), said he has been working on this
project since 2000. ADNA has the patent of
the GEM*STAR technology.

> Scottie’s Fertilizer Con’t..

Scottie’s Fertilizer
Elliot “Scottie” Scott owns and operates
“Scottie’s Fertilizer” with his wife Debra. He sells
and spreads chemical fertilizer and amendments
for area agricultural producers. He also operates a
cow/calf operation in both Franklin and Pittsylvania Counties. In addition, he sponsors a bi-weekly
church service on his property.
To help reduce erosion, manure concentration and alleviate feeding issues in inclement
weather, he worked with the Blue Ridge SWCD to
install a winter-feeding facility with attached manure storage on the Franklin County Farm. He
can feed his herd during inclement weather while
having minimal impact on the soil and store the
manure to be spread at a better time.
The manure is spread in accordance with
his nutrient management plan. The cattle also
benefit by having a sheltered feed lot with a roof,
reducing the likelihood of disease or injury. A rotational grazing and stream exclusion system were
installed with district assistance.

Award Winning Lazy Acres Angus

Bull Run Holdings

All of this
works together to
make the
farm more
productive
and improves water quality by reducing the pollution from runoff going into streams. Guest
speaker, Melanie Barrow (VCE Agent AG &
Natural Resources Horticulture) shared urban horticulture ideas and techniques with
our guests.
Lunch was catered by Buddy’s
Bar-B-Q. “Buddy” Hancock’s Bar-B-Q is
North Carolina style with a Franklin County
moonshine twist added to their homemade
sauces.

Bull Run Holdings is a multi-use management property located along Little Bull Run in Penhook, VA. The Fox family has owned and managed
Bull Run Holdings, LLC since 2010 and has worked
with the Virginia Department of Forestry in implementing best management practices during all stages
of management during their tenure. The property is
just over 600 acres of mixed-hardwood and loblolly
pine timber management units which, along with
buffered riparian areas, have created a mosaic of
forestland that supports recreation, as well as stream
and soil conservation. Our tour highlighted several
of the practices that
have been utilized in
the management of the
property and provide
examples of lessons
learned along the way.

Steve Furrow (pictured above)
shares with our tour guests that “Lazy
Acres Angus values their customers
through reliable genetics and focused
customer service while maintaining a
viable and enjoyable family farm for
generations”. 2018 Roanoke Basin
Award & 2018
Clean Water
Farm Award.

A special “thank you” to our 2019 Farm Tour patrons: Angle Hardware, Berger Dairy LLC, David Hurt & April Garrison at Land Matters
LLC, Exchange Milling Co. Inc., Farm Credit of the Virginias, FarmPLUS Insurance Services (Shelton & Anderson), Flora Funeral Service, Inc., Four Oaks
Farms LLC, Moneta Farm & Home Center, Organic Valley Cooperative East (CROPP CO-OP), Rockydale Quarries Corporation, Seven Oaks Landscapes/
Hardscapes Inc., Superior Retreading, and White Horse Farm LLC.

Board of Directors
Daphne W. Jamison, Chairperson, Franklin Co.

J. Hubert Bowman, Vice Chairman, Franklin Co.

Nicholas H Beasley, Roanoke County
R. Darryl Holland, Henry County
Sarah Baumgardner, City of Roanoke
Freeda Cathcart, City of Roanoke
Byron Brooks, Dir. At-Large, Franklin Co.

Roger Holnback, Roanoke County
Andrew Barker, Henry County
Cynthia Martel, VCE-Franklin County
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District Staff
Patricia R. Hodges, Admin. Sec./Treasurer
Kathy B. Smith, Program Manager/Edu. Coordinator and FOIA
Officer (person to whom the public can direct requests for public
records in compliance with the provisions of §2.2-3704.2C)
Michael L. Tabor, Sr. Conservation Specialist
Delbert Allen Jackson, PT-Conservation Tech. Asst.
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Agencies Assisting the
Blue Ridge SWCD
Blue Ridge Land Conservancy
City of Roanoke
Dan River Basin Association
Department of Conservation and Recreation
Division of Soil and Water Conservation
Farm Services Agency
Ferrum College
Franklin County
Franklin County Master Gardeners
Henry County
Henry County Master Gardeners
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Roanoke County
Roanoke Valley-Allegheny Regional Commission
Rural Development
Smith Mountain Lake Association
Smith Mountain Lake Policy Advisory Board

U.S. Department of Agriculture
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service
Virginia Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts
Virginia Cooperative Extension Service

District Programs

Virginia Dept. of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Virginia Dept. of Environmental Quality
Virginia Dept. of Forestry
Virginia Dept. of Game and Inland Fisheries
Virginia Department of Transportation
Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board
West Piedmont Planning District
Western Virginia Water Authority

The Blue Ridge Soil & Water Conservation District sets priorities and objectives that are defined in a strategic plan. An annual plan of work
is completed by forming committees such as Budget, Soil Stewardship, Youth, Annual Report, Conservation Awards, Annual Tour, Newsletter, Scholarship, Personnel, and other committees as needed. The Board of Directors encourages land users to adopt Best Management
Practices such as conservation tillage in their farm plans. This District works from a budget to effectively manage funds, facilities and
equipment. The Blue Ridge SWCD supports the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, the Virginia Soil and Water
Conservation Board, and the National Association of Conservation Districts. The directors attend area, state, and national meetings. The
Commonwealth of Virginia supports the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District through financial and administrative assistance
provided by the Department of Conservation and Recreation. Funding for the programs outlined in this report comes from a variety of
sources, namely: DCR, local county governments, corporate sponsorship and donations. Other funding comes from a variety of

sources, mainly federal and state grants.

