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Oak Ridge Farm Receives  Roanoke Watershed Grand Basin Award 

 It does not take long speaking with Dennis Powell to learn that he is 
proud of his farm, and he has every right to be. At 83 years old he is at least 
the third generation to tend the property. Standing in the green pasture, he 
can point to the house he was born in.  Powell recalls that at one time there 
was more land than there is now but over the generations some was passed 
down and sold off which often occurs with large family farms. Even so he 
manages an impressive 90 acres of hay and pasture. In addition he is current-
ly running a small herd of Black Angus averaging 30 cow / calf pair. Though 
not a large herd it demonstrates a desire not to overtax the land. By keeping a 
smaller stocking rate, it helps prevent over grazing and keeps the pastures in 
good condition.  

 Under the current set up, there are 30 acres of dedicated pasture and 
60 acres of hay land which is also grazed, saving it after the cutting to be used 
later in the year. Again, this practice allows him the best utilization of the 
land without taking too much. The result is a mix of well-maintained pas-
tures and hay land providing enough for the cattle. In addition to this basic 
farming practice, Mr. Powell is an early adopter of conservation practices 
participating in one of the first TMDL projects offered in the area over 20 
years ago. This saw exclusion fencing and riparian buffers installed on some 

of the streams along with an alternative watering system. He also has installed cross fencing to utilize rotational grazing. Like 
all things, there is a lifespan and as Mr. Powell stayed up with trends in agriculture and continued conservation practices, he 
contacted the District for additional assistance.  

 The District worked with Mr. Powell to exclude the remainder of his streams adding an additional 5,000 feet of ex-
clusion fence and updating the watering system with new fountains to replace older ones and new pipeline. The District also 
wrote a grazing plan to compliment the rotational grazing he was already doing. This last bit of exclusion fence would see 
several acres of woods protected from livestock in addition to a wetland area. A couple of years later and the benefit of these 
practices is evident, and Mr. Powell is incredibly pleased. Following the success of this program he again reached out to the 
district to assist with winter feeding. After some very wet years in Virginia the effects on his pasture were evident. With steep 
sloping land and a stream in the middle Mr. Powell was concerned about both erosion and 
the impacts to water quality. To that end he has applied for Cost Share for a seasonal feed-
ing facility with attached manure storage. If approved this would provide adequate stor-
age for the manure which could then be applied in accordance with an Agricultural Waste 
Management System Plan and Nutrient Management Plan.  

 The Grand Basin Clean Water Farm Awards are presented annually to farmers or 
farm owners who are doing exceptional work to protect soil and water resources.  One 
winner is selected from each of the major river basins. 

 “Virginia farmers are working hard in difficult times to stay in business and feed 
the world,” said Secretary of Natural Resources Matthew J. Strickler. “The Grand Basin 
Clean Water Farm Award winners are among our most innovative stewards of the land 
and water. Their outstanding conservation work benefits all Virginians.”  The awards are 
sponsored by the VA Dept. of Conservation and Recreation in partnership with Virginia’s 
47 soil and water conservation districts.  

 Several winning farms are owned and operated by third or fourth generations of 
the same family. Some go back even further, such as the Belle-Hampton Farm in Pulaski 
County, which was established in 1767 by ancestors of the Hoge Family. 

 Given all the work that Mr. Powell has put into his family farm, his willingness to 

adopt conservation practices and forward-looking mentality, the District believes he is an 

outstanding recipient of the Clean Water Farm Award. 
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Dennis Powell (right) is presented with the  Blue Ridge 
SWCD 2020 Clean Water Farm Award and the 2020 Roa-
noke River  Grand Basin Award. Left of Dennis Powell is 
(Frank Nichols), Michael Tabor ( Blue Ridge SWCD Sr. 
Conservation Specialist), and Roger Holnback (Blue Ridge 
SWCD Chairman). 



Benjamin Franklin Middle School  

Nature Trail 

 In June of 
2020, the Plant Southern 
Piedmont Natives cam-
paign received a 30 in 30 

Green Grant from Keep Virginia Beautiful, in partnership 
with Altria and Coca-Cola, to develop a demonstration gar-
den along a nature trail at Benjamin Franklin Middle School 
(BFMS) in Franklin County. This nature trail runs through a 
forested area on the northern section of the school property 
along Powder Mill Creek. Native plants can be viewed at the 
entrance to the trail and in several locations along the trail.   

 This spring, local volunteers from , Franklin Coun-
ty Master Gardeners, Save Our Streams, the Blue Ridge 
SWCD, and Master Naturalists helped clear fallen tree limbs 
and large patches of invasive Japanese stilt grass  in an effort 
to maintain the native plants that were planted last fall along 
the BFMS Nature Trail. For more information, visit our web 
site at www.plantvirginianatives.org/about-2 

Environmental Education Outreach  
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 2020 NACD Poster Contest 

 Sponsors of the 2020 NACD 
Poster Contest include the National 
Association of Conservation Districts 
(NACD) and the NACD Auxiliary.  
2020’s theme was “Where Would We 
Bee Without Pollinators”.  

 The grocery stores would be 
empty without the hard work of bees, 
birds, butterflies, bats and other pollina-
tors.  More than 80% of the world’s 
plants need pollinators to survive, in-

cluding many that provide the food we eat.  But today, many pollinators 
are in trouble and in decline.  When pollinators shrink in number, many 
plants either produce less seed or no seed at all. Your local conservation 
district can assist you in maintaining or developing habitat for pollinators. 

 The NACD poster contest is open to all public, private and 
home-schooled students in grades K-12. Out of 21 entries, above are the 
winners of the Blue Ridge SWCD 2020 Poster Contest.  In addition, five 
Cub Scouts from Troop #456 received their “Conservation Good Turn” 
Scout Patch for participating in this year’s poster contest.  They are Isaac 
Rhodes, Tyler Fellows, Silas Gibson, Eden Rhodes, and Alexander 
Rhodes.  Congratulations to all of the 2020 NACD Poster Contest win-
ners! 

 

 

 

On Sept. 29, 2020, the VASWCD Educational Foundation Board decided that the 2020-
2021 Virginia Dominion Energy Envirothon program will occur virtually.  This meant that 
local, area and state competitions and trainings will occur virtually for the 2020-2021 Enviro-
thon Program.  While this is not ideally how the Envirothon program should function, this 
decision was made to keep students, coaches, staff, judges, and partners safe while at the same time still being able to 
continue the mission of the Envirothon program which is for students to test and further their knowledge on aquatics, 
forestry, soils, wildlife and the current issue-Water Resources Management: Local Control and Local Solutions. 

 Bonnie Mahl, the Virginia Dominion Energy Envirothon Coordinator, worked with Soil & Water Conservation  
Districts staff to provide them support and resources for the virtual Envirothon program.  The virtual Envirothon state  
competition was held on Sunday, May 16th, where teams competed virtually to test their knowledge in aquatics, forestry, soils, 
wildlife and the current issue. Here is a list of the 2020-2021 State virtual Envirothon list of winners: 1st Place overall:  
Louisa County High School (Thomas Jefferson SWCD),  2nd Place overall:  Fort Defiance High School (Headwaters 
SWCD) and 3rd Place overall:  Jamestown High School (Colonial SWCD).  The 2021 Virtual NCF Envirothon (National) 
was held on July 25-28, 2021. Louisa County High School placed 14th overall out of 41 teams at the NCF National Enviro-
thon competition . Interested in forming an Envirothon team? Contact Kathy Smith, Program Manager/Education Coordinator at 

(540) 352-3314. 
  
 

Category K-1:  Alex G. Rhodes –
1st grade 

Category 2-3:  Silas Gibson –2nd 
grade 

Category 4-6:  Eden J. Rhodes –6th 
grade 

http://www.plantvirginianatives.org/about-2
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Blue Ridge SWCD Watershed Updates 

Virginia Conservation Assistance Program 

 The Virginia Association of Conservation Districts has been awarded a Virginia Envi-
ronmental Endowment Community Conservation Program Grant, eligible to Blue Ridge,  
Mountain Castles, Pittsylvania, and Skyline Soil & Water Conservation Districts.  This grant 
provides funds that will be used to accelerate the implementation of the Virginia Conserva-
tion Assistance Program in the region.  The Virginia Conservation Assistance Program (VCAP) is an urban cost-share program that 
provides financial incentives and technical and educational assistance to property owners installing eligible Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) in Virginia’s participating Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs). 

 These practices can be installed in areas of your yard where problems like erosion, poor drainage, or poor vegetation occur. Qual-

ified sites shall be used for residential, commercial, or recreational purposes with a proposed practice that addresses a need. 

      The Blue Ridge SWCD District Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month in Rocky Mount, Virginia at 5:00 p.m.  Meetings are open to the public. Contact 
the district office to find out the location of the next meeting.  All programs and services of the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District are offered on a non-
discriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, sexual orientation, marital status, or handicap. 

Watershed Dam Accomplishments 
  The District’s ten Watershed Dams provide safety for property downstream as they help 

reduce flooding. With increased rainfall lately this is proving more vital than ever. The structures, 

which are all over 40 years old and most over 50 years old, require a lot of maintenance. This past 

year in addition to regular mowing, there has been additional brush clearing, spraying, and reseeding 

to establish better grass cover.  During storm events , it can be hazardous to observe the condition 

of the Dams and access can be a problem. To help with this DCR has provided remote monitoring 

equipment that will allow the staff to observe the water level of the lake. Working with DCR engi-

neers, the district installed these remote monitors at three watershed dams located in Henry 

County and one located in Franklin County. Given the age and condition of the Dams, while 

functioning properly, some need upgrading. This past year DCR announced and awarded contracts to begin the design for the rehabilita-

tion of Leatherwood #5 (pictured above) in Henry County. Given the size of the watershed and the number of people that could be im-

pacted below the dam, it was identified as a priority for the state. While much work remains before a final design is presented, this will be a 

major project and help ensure the safety of life and property downstream and reaffirms the District’s commitment to the area. 

  

 2020-2021 Conservation Accomplishments  
 

Nutrient Management Plans Written…. 9 

Cropland/Hay Land Conservation Practices Planned… 3,069 
acres 

Riparian Buffers……..   25.7 acres 

Cropland Practices Applied……    2,435.75 acres 

Grazing Practices Applied:  …..   119 acres 

Stream bank protected …….17,454 feet 

 

(VDOF) Forest Practices:   

Forest Stewardship Management Plans – 14 

Forest Stewardship Certifications— 4 

Tree Planting Projects (Hardwood & Pine) –  65 parcels—1,292 
acres 

Riparian Buffer Tax Credits – 9 

Pre-Harvest Plans – 9 

Projects that received Cost Share Funding –  79 

Invasive Species Control Projects – 7 

Prescribed Burns –  3            Wildfires Suppressed –   3 

Total number of logging sites inspected—211 

Installed remote monitor at Leatherwood #4 

NRCS 
 
 NRCS in Roanoke County has had 
another great year administering cost assistance 
programs, both in new contracts as well as 
prior year contracts. Bonsack’s NRCS current-
ly manages approximately 130K in active con-
servation contracts in Roanoke County, and 
have obligated an additional 103K this year 
alone. Both existing and new contracts address 
resource concerns ranging from wildlife and forestry, to cattle exclusion 
and animal waste. “We really had a good conversion rate this year from 
pre-approvals to contracts overall”, says District Conservationist Derek 
Hancock. “We submitted almost 30 applications for funding, a little over 
50% were pre-approved, and all of them accepted their pre-approval.” He 
goes on to say, “This has been a good year for all three counties in our 
district. The budget was healthy, and so was the signup.” On June 7th, our 
office welcomed Justin Brill, serving as Conservation Technician. Brill 
(pictured above), a Roanoke County resident, comes to NRCS from the 
Roanoke Public Works Dept. where he was a crew manager for the city’s 
gardening division. His experience includes farm management, wildlife 
biology and agricultural research. When asked why he chose to join in the 
efforts of natural resource conservation Brill said, “I wanted to do some-
thing that challenges me, while also bringing measurable benefit to the 
community and the environment.” If you would like to schedule a site visit 
to assess your natural resources and potential program options with 
USDA-NRCS, you are encouraged to call 540-795-3647 or email District 
Conservationist Derek Hancock @ derek.hancock@usda.gov. 



            2020–2021 Awards and Recognition 

       

 Congratulations to Kylie E. Jackson the 2020-
2021 Leo Painter Scholarship Award recipient 
(receiving $1,000).  A graduate from Franklin County 
High School,  Ms. Jackson’s interests include environ-
mental science, with an emphasis in wildlife conserva-
tion, Envirothon competition and volunteers at the 
local Humane Society. She has succeeded in her focus 
in higher level math and science classes a the Advance 
Placement and Dual Enrollment levels to raise her 

competitive status for acceptance into a strong STEM program.  She plans 
to continue her education at the University of Mary Washington, in Freder-
icksburg, VA.  We at the Blue Ridge SWCD wish Ms. Jackson a prosperous 
and rewarding career in her future educational endeavors. 
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  Hodges Celebrates 35 Years of Dedicated Service 

 Patricia R. Hodges has been serving the Blue Ridge Soil & Water Conserva-

tion District since 1985 as Administrative Secretary/Treasurer.  Throughout the 

years, she has been recognized as achieving “Conservationist Level” by the Virginia 

Association of Conservation District Employees and has served as the Secretary of 

Area V by the Virginia Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts (VASWCD).  

Hodges is active in her community and resides in Rocky Mount with her husband, 

Fred.  Hodges recently received an Employee Service Award from the VASWCD 

(Virginia Association of Conservation District Employees) for 35 years of dedicated 

service as Administrative Secretary/Treasurer for the Blue Ridge Soil & Water Con-

servation District. 

    Jamison Celebrates 45 years of  Dedicated Service 

 Throughout these years Jamison has served her local community, regional, state and nation-
al areas with the highest dedication and integrity.   

 Since 1975, Daphne W. Jamison has served the Blue Ridge Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict for over forty-five years  and has been very active with the Virginia Association of Soil & Water 
Conservation Districts (VASWCD). She has served as a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson, Personnel 
Committee, Conservation Awards Committee, Impoundment Safety Advisory Committee and Annual 
Tour Committee. Jamison has been instrumental in securing funding for programs (both education 
and technical) in Franklin County and the Blue Ridge SWCD.  In 2011, she received the Melvin John-
ston Award from the Smith Mountain Lake Association for her dedicated service to the Smith Moun-
tain Lake community.  In addition, Jamison received the Smith Mountain Lake Association’s “Water 

Quality Monitoring “ Award for serving thirty years with the Smith Mountain Lake water quality monitoring program.   For 
ten years, Jamison served as Regional (Area V) Treasurer and participated in  other regional committees. 

 Jamison’s state wide service included: President of the Virginia Soil & Water Conservation Districts (serving on the 
committee to award district employees for their outstanding service and on the Committee established to study funding and 
reorganization of districts within Virginia; served on the Virginia Soil & Water Conservation Board (first appointed by Gover-
nor Timothy Kaine in 2009-2013 then reappointed by Governor Bob McDonnell from 2013-2017).  The  Virginia Soil & Water 
Conservation Board (VASWCB) works with the Dept. of Conservation & Recreation (DCR) to guide the delivery of soil and 
water conservation services to citizens of the Commonwealth providing oversight and support to 47 Soil & Water Conserva-
tion Districts.  The VASWCB’s responsibilities also include: oversight and support of erosion and sediment control, oversight 
of dam safety and floodplain management regulations and approval of loan criteria for loans from  Dam Safety, Flood Preven-
tion and Protection Assistance Fund.  From 2015-2017 Mrs. Jamison served as Chairman of this board. 

            Continued on page  5 

  

  

 If you wish to assist our  
district by conserving paper, send 
us an e-mail requesting current 
newsletters, Annual Reports and 
flyers be sent to you via e-mail re-
placing the mailing of a hard copy. 

Please send E-mail 
inquiries to: 
Ksmith@brswcd.org  
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        Continuing Jamison’s statewide contributions, she was awarded “Bobby 
Wilkerson Award” in 2013 from the VASWCD.  This award is given to an elected 
Director for selfless and dedicated service to the conservation movement in Vir-
ginia. 

 On her service to  conservation on the national level, Jamison was in-
duced into the Conservation Hall of Fame of the Southeastern Region of the Na-
tional Association of Conservation Districts (NACD). 

 This multi-talented woman’s professional career was spent in Roanoke 
County, as a science teacher.  She taught chemistry, biology, and other science 
courses from 1965-1998 in the County School System.  Since her retirement 
from teaching in 1998, she worked part-time for Roanoke County Schools as 
coordinator of judges for the Science Fair.  Quilting is one of her favorite pas-

time activities in addition to golf.  She designed the 2008 NACD quilt square “Dig It! The Secrets of Soil” representing Virgin-
ia (the completed quilt was featured at the National Museum of Natural History (Smithsonian) between January 3, 2010 and 
traveled to ten cities across the U. S. through 2013.  Jamison says, “my interest and education in science has led to a deep 
appreciation of our natural environment.  Throughout my life, both as an individual and professional, I have worked to im-
prove and/or preserve this beautiful place where I live”. 

Board of Directors 

Daphne W. Jamison, Chairperson, Franklin Co. 

J. Hubert Bowman, Vice Chairman, Franklin Co. Roger Holnback, Roanoke County 

Nicholas H Beasley, Roanoke County  Andrew Barker, Henry County 

R. Darryl Holland, Henry County   Cynthia Martel, VCE-Franklin County 

Sarah Baumgardner, City of Roanoke  Bryon Brooks, Dr. At-Large, Franklin County  

Freeda Cathcart, City of Roanoke    

  Mission Statement:  “The Mission of the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District is to promote 

                                                                  Conservation of our natural Resources.”   

 
  Vision Statement:  “The Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District, as an elected autonomous body,     
                      will  strive to coordinate the natural resource interests to achieve our mission by educating                                                                                             
        and providing technical assistance to the citizens within.”  

District Staff 

Patricia R. Hodges, Admin. Sec./Treasurer 

Kathy B. Smith, Program Manager/Edu. Coordinator and 
FOIA Officer (person to whom the public can direct requests for 

public records in compliance with the provisions of §2.2-3704.2C) 

Michael L. Tabor, Sr. Conservation Specialist 

Delbert Allen Jackson, PT-Conservation Tech. Asst. 

Jamison (center) receives 2019 Southern Region 
NACD Hall of Fame Award from Steven Meeks (left) of  
VASWCD and  Franklin Williams of NACD 

 Blue Ridge SWCD 2020 Forestry Award– Henry County 

 In 2020, the Virginia Department of Forestry chose to nominate Mr. Roger Hatcher for the BRSW Forestry Award. The prop-
erty that Mr. and Mrs. Hatcher now own has been in his family since 1949. The Hatcher family farmed this property for many years be-
fore making the deciding to transition from farming to forest management. This property is a Certified Stewardship property.  

 The first recorded timber harvest on this property took place from 1998 to 1999. This harvest included approximately 42 acres 
of timberland. The area was reforested, post timber harvest, with Loblolly pine. These planted Loblolly pines were commercially thinned 
for the first time in 2019. The overall goal for this area is to eventually have it clear-cut and reforested once again, but only after the new-
ly harvest and reforested areas have become well established.  

 In 2004 another 13 acre area was clear-cut and reforested with Loblolly pine. This area was not commercially thinned during the 
most recent harvest because the timber still needs more time to grow. In the future when the 42 acre parcel is clear-cut this parcel will 
likely be commercially thinned. Giving the residual trees more room to grow.  

 Over the course of the last 2 years the Hatcher’s have had approximately 22 additional acres clear-cut 
directly beside their home place. This area has since been reforested and release sprayed to reduce natural hard-
wood regeneration competition. By harvesting this area last they have insured that, in the future, they will not 
have a view of the large clear-cut area that will be a result of the final harvest of the pines that were planted in 
the late 90s.  

 The Hatcher family has invested many years of blood, sweat, and tears into this beautiful Henry Coun-
ty property with the goal of having something to leave to their children. The children and grandchildren have 
and will continue to reap the benefits of the hard work that Mr. and Mrs. Hatcher have put into their land for 

many years to come.  
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Agencies Assisting the  
Blue Ridge SWCD 

 

Blue Ridge Land Conservancy 

City of Roanoke 

Dan  River Basin Association 

Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Division of Soil and Water Conservation 

Farm Services Agency 

Ferrum College 

Franklin County 

Franklin County Master Gardeners 

Henry County 

Henry County Master Gardeners 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Roanoke County 

Roanoke Valley-Allegheny Regional Commission 

Rural Development 

Smith Mountain Lake Association 

Smith Mountain Lake Policy Advisory Board 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

U.S. Forest Service 

Virginia Association of Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts 

Virginia Cooperative Extension Service 

Virginia Dept. of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

Virginia Dept. of Environmental Quality  

Virginia Dept. of Forestry 

Virginia Dept. of Game and Inland Fisheries 

Virginia Department of Transportation 

Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board 

West Piedmont Planning District 

Western Virginia Water Authority 

 

District Programs 
The Blue Ridge Soil & Water Conservation District sets priorities and objectives that are defined in a strategic plan.  An annual plan of work 
is completed by forming committees such as Budget, Soil Stewardship, Youth, Annual Report, Conservation Awards, Annual Tour, News-
letter, Scholarship, Personnel, and other committees as needed. The Board of Directors encourages land users to adopt Best Management 
Practices such as conservation tillage in their farm plans.   This District works from a budget to effectively manage funds, facilities and 
equipment.  The Blue Ridge SWCD supports the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, the Virginia Soil and Water 
Conservation Board, and the National Association of Conservation Districts.  The directors attend area, state, and national meetings. The 
Commonwealth of Virginia supports the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District through financial and administrative assistance 
provided by the Department of Conservation and Recreation. Funding for the programs outlined in this report comes from a variety of 

sources, namely: DCR, local county governments,  corporate sponsorship and donations.  Other funding comes from a variety of 
sources, mainly federal and state grants.  


