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 Hunt Farm Receives Roanoke Watershed Grand Basin Award 

 Alex Hunt is a third-generation farmer whose life has been built 
and shaped by the land and community. Because of this relationship be-
tween the land and the wider community, protecting the natural resources 
around him is an essential part of his farming operation and way of life. His 
grandfather, like so many of his generation, had a small farm where staple 
crops were grown along with some livestock. Alex’s father Charles would 
expand this operation into a modest cow/calf beef farm. Alex, growing up 
on this farm, learned the value of hard work and service and would dedi-
cate a portion of his life to that by being a career fire fighter while helping 
his dad on the farm. Both paths of working with family on the land and 
service the community through the fire department would help Alex value 
the importance of both and be able to see how one was related to the other.  

 In 2010 Alex felt it was time for a change. He made the decision to leave the fire service to become a full-time 
farmer. In many ways this was a leap of faith which has provided rich dividends. The modest farm run by his father would 
not be enough to support Alex’s desire for full-time agriculture so he expanded the operation into its current form where he 
now works over 600 acres of hay and pasture across 4 main farms and has a herd of two hundred brood cows and bulls. As 
he took over the operations of these farms, he found several in poor states both from the view of production and conserva-
tion. Working with both the Farm Service Agency and the local District, Alex would strive to make necessary improvements.  

 From a production standpoint the main issue where these were open farms, some of which had been converted 
from crop production to grass land. Utilizing soil samples and recommendations from the local co-op he began a routine of 
fertilizing the hay land annually and for the pastures semi-annually along with dragging them to better distribute manure. Be-
ginning this year Alex would incorporate a granular herbicide mixed with the fertilizer to better control weeds. To help im-
prove grazing distribution he would work with the District to install cross fencing and began using a District written grazing 
plan. Both would see the quality and quantity of grass improve leading to better gains for his cattle. 

 As is the case on many farms, conservation historically took a back seat to production. This focus would change 
starting with Alex’s father Charles, and continue into the new farms Alex acquired. To help achieve this he would work with 
the Farm Service Agency and the CREP program installing 5,525’ of exclusion fencing, 7.8 acres of forested riparian buffer, 
and alternative watering systems. In areas that were not qualified for CREP the District was able to help install additional 8.6 
miles of exclusion, cross fencing, waterers, and hardened stream crossings creating 51 acres of buffer. Much of this fencing 
would effectively exclude the livestock from the wooded land and the combination has created a haven for local wildlife. The 
streams and banks are in better shape with less erosion and deer, 
turkey, rabbits, and other fauna have thrived in areas once denud-
ed by livestock. 

 Alex has been extremely proud to see the hard work and 

planning pay off as his farms are able to help provide a stable in-

come for him and his family and benefit the environment, not only 

locally on the farm itself, but for the broader reaches into the com-

munity. His work continues as he is planning additional practices. 

Never one to settle, he continues to look for ways to move the ball 

forward in the hopes that his son may become the fourth genera-

tion and have a viable operation to inherit which will continue to 

be a boon for his family, his community, and the environment. 
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Alex Hunt (center) and his wife (Jessica) are presented with the 2022 
Roanoke River Grand Basin Award and the 2022 Clean Water Farm 
Award from Michael Tabor, Senior Conservation Specialist. 



Benjamin Franklin Middle School  

Nature Trail 
 This spring, local volunteers 
from Franklin County Master Gar-
deners, Save Our Streams, the Blue 
Ridge SWCD, and Master Naturalists 
continue to assist with clearing fallen 
tree limbs and large patches of inva-
sive Japanese stilt grass  in an effort to maintain the native 
plants that were planted in 2020 along the BFMS Nature 
Trail. For more information, visit our web site at 
www.plantvirginianatives.org/about-2 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 NACD Poster Contest 
 Sponsors of the 2021 NACD Poster Contest in-
clude the National Association of Conservation Districts 
(NACD) and the NACD Auxiliary.  2021’s theme was 
“Healthy Forests/Healthy Communities”.  

 The annual Conservation Poster Contest provides 
kindergarten through twelfth grade students an opportunity 
to convey their thoughts about soil, water and related natural 
resource issues through art. It also highlights the educational 
outreach efforts of conservation districts and their state con-
servation associations, auxiliaries and agencies. The poster 
contest theme follows the annual National Association of 
Conservation Districts (NACD) Stewardship theme. 

Environmental Education Outreach  
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  Each year, the poster 
contest starts at the district 
level. The contest is open to 
public, private or home school 
students, girl scout/boy scout 
troops, 4H Clubs, etc. Individu-
als and teachers with questions 
regarding district contests 
should contact their local dis-
trict. To locate your local dis-
trict search our online SWCD 
Directory or contact the 
VASWCD. District winners 
advance to the state level. Local SWCDs forward their local winning post-
er entries to the VASWCD office for consideration at the state level. Fi-
nally, state winners advance to the National Contest. National winners are 
recognized each year at the NACD Annual Meeting. Poster Categories by 
Grade: ● K-1 ● 2-3 ● 4-6 ● 7-9 ● 10-12 . 

 The NACD poster contest is open to all public, private and 
home-schooled students in grades K-12.  Pictured are the winners of the 
Blue Ridge SWCD 2021 Poster Contest.  In addition, the following Cub 
Scouts from Troop #456 received their “Conservation Good Turn” Scout 
Patch for participating in this year’s poster contest.  They are Jaxon Mize 
(1st place), Robert Meredith (1st place) and William Beauchamp (2nd 
place).  Congratulations to all of the 2021 NACD Poster Contest winners! 

 

 

 

 
 After a two year hiatus, the VASWCD Educational Foundation 
Board decided that the 2021-2022 Virginia Dominion Energy Envirothon 
program will occur in-person.  This venue is better suited to accomplish our 
mission of the Envirothon program which is for students to test and further 
their knowledge on aquatics, forestry, soils, wildlife and the current issue 
“Waste to Resources”. 
   Maura Christian, the Virginia Dominion Energy Envirothon Coor-

dinator, worked with Soil & Water Conservation Districts staff to provide them support and resources for the in-person Envi-
rothon program.  The  Envirothon state competition was held at Eastern Mennonite University on May 15-16, where teams 
competed to test their knowledge in aquatics, forestry, soils, wildlife and the current issue. Here is a list of the 2021-2022 State 
Envirothon list of winners: 1st Place overall:  Harrisonburg High School (Shenandoah Valley SWCD),  2nd Place overall:  
Louisa High School (Thomas Jefferson SWCD) and 3rd Place overall:  Albemarle High School (Thomas Jefferson SWCD).  
The 2022 NCF Envirothon (National) was held in July 2022.  Virginia placed 12th in the 2022 NCF-Envirothon competition 
in Oxford Ohio.  Interested in forming an Envirothon team in Franklin, Henry & Roanoke Counties or the City of Roanoke? 
Contact Kathy Smith, Program Manager/Education Coordinator at (540) 352-3314. 

  
 

1st Place -Category K-1:  Jaxon Mize  1st Place-Category 4-6:  Robert Meredith  

2nd Place—Category 4-6:  William Beauchamp  

http://www.plantvirginianatives.org/about-2
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Blue Ridge SWCD Watershed Updates 

Virginia Conservation Assistance Program 

 The Virginia Association of Conservation Districts has been awarded a Virginia Environmen-
tal Endowment Community Conservation Program Grant, eligible to Blue Ridge,  Mountain Castles, 
Pittsylvania, and Skyline Soil & Water Conservation Districts.  This grant provides funds that will be 
used to accelerate the implementation of the Virginia Conservation Assistance Program in the region.  

The Virginia Conservation Assistance Program (VCAP) is an urban cost-share program that provides financial incentives and technical 
and educational assistance to property owners installing eligible Best Management Practices (BMPs) in Virginia’s participating Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs). 

 These practices can be installed in areas of your yard where problems like erosion, poor drainage, or poor vegetation occur. Qual-

ified sites shall be used for residential, commercial, or recreational purposes with a proposed practice that addresses a need. 

      The Blue Ridge SWCD District Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month in Rocky Mount, Virginia at 5:00 p.m.  Meetings are open to the public. Contact 
the district office to find out the location of the next meeting.  All programs and services of the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District are offered on a non-
discriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, sexual orientation, marital status, or handicap. 

Watershed Dam Accomplishments 
   

  While the VACS BMP program gets most of the attention, one of the 
important jobs of the District is the maintenance of ten watershed dams that pro-
vide protection for life and property. With two in Franklin County and eight in 
Henry County it can consume a lot of time keeping an eye on them. Last year the 
District was able to install four remote monitors and currently has plans to install 
three more. Last year it was announced that the design for the rehabilitation of 
Leatherwood #5 had begun, and we are currently at 60% design with a hope of 
reaching 90% in the coming months. In April, the District held a tabletop exercise 
to ensure everyone was prepared in the event of an emergency involving the 
dams. Most of this work goes on behind the scenes but is one of the vital roles 
performed by the District. 

 2021-2022 Conservation Accomplishments  
 

Nutrient Management Plans Written….  

Cropland/Hay Land Conservation Practices Planned…  

1,819.29 acres 

Riparian Buffers……..   289.62 acres 

Cropland Practices Applied……    1,250.32 acres 

Grazing Practices Applied:  …..   512.77 acres 

Stream bank protected ……. 17.37 miles 

 

(VDOF) Forest Practices:   

Forest Stewardship Management Plans – 5 

Forest Stewardship Certifications—  3 

Tree Planting Projects (Hardwood & Pine) acres– 2455 

Riparian Buffer Tax Credits – 8 

Pre-Harvest Plans – 2 

Projects that received Cost Share Funding –  60 

Invasive Species Control Projects – 8 

Prescribed Burns –  5      Wildfires Suppressed –   16 

Total number of logging sites inspected— 178 

NRCS 
  

 Rocky Mount NRCS is currently managing thirty-five con-
tracts in Franklin and Henry County totaling over $1.3 million on 
5,139 acres through financial assistance programs. These Farm Bill 
programs address natural resource concerns like water quality and soil 
erosion through installation of conservation practices such as exclusion 
fence. This fiscal year the Rocky Mount NRCS obligated ten contracts 
totaling $246 thousand on 674 acres. For more information on pro-
grams in Franklin and Henry County contact Eric Capps, District Con-
servationist at 540-483-5341.  



            2021–2022 Awards and Recognition 

      Congratulations to Clara Higgins the 2021-2022 
Leo Painter Scholarship Award recipient (receiving 
$1,000).  Ms. Higgins is a 2022  honor roll graduate 
from Patrick Henry High School and Roanoke Valley 
Governor’s School of Science & Technology. Ms. 
Higgin’s interests include promoting leadership in the 
conservation and natural resources field, with an em-
phasis in  Ecological Restoration.  She has extensive 
experience in community service, Girl Scouts, athlet-

ics, taking many diverse advanced placement classes and other college level 
courses throughout her high school career. She plans to continue her edu-
cation at the Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University.  We at the 
Blue Ridge SWCD wish Ms. Higgins a prosperous and rewarding career in 
her future educational endeavors. 
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   Welcome Renee Fulcher 

 The Blue Ridge SWCD is proud to introduce our new Administrative 

Financial Assistant, Bridgette Renee Fulcher. She brings a strong background in, 

but not limited to, administrative financial management, budgeting, grants, and 

investment banking in the private sector.  Renee’s hobbies include golf, oil 

painting, self defense and community service. Please welcome Renee to the 

SWCD family. She can be reached at rfulcher@brswcd.org or at (540) 352-3312. 

2021-2022  Blue Ridge SWCD BMP Forestry Award Winner 

 

  Congratulations to Michael Drummond, Blue Ridge SWCD’s 2021-2022 
BMP Forestry Award Winner.  Since 2014, Mr. Drummond has worked diligently 
to manage 179 woodland acres (located in Henry County) with assistance from 
the Virginia Department of Forestry.  Mr. Drummond’s primary objectives are 
geared toward wildlife for hunting and timber production. Two tracts of land be-
came Certified Stewardship Forests in 2016 and a Certified Tree Farm in 2019.   

 With the goal of preserving or improving existing soil and water quality, 
he planted all of the logging decks into wildlife food plots which minimized ero-
sion following the logging operations.  Also, all of the bare soil areas that were 
created during the pond construction were stabilized with permanent grass vege-
tation.  Mr. Drummond’s land management demonstrates stewardship concepts 
in management of the forest land by following all of the VDOF recommenda-

tions that have been put into his Forest Stewardship Plans. He also manages his three properties for a variety of 
uses. 

 Mr. Drummond promotes his conservation story by bringing other landowners by his properties to look at 
the practices he has successfully implemented.  It is evident, he has a love for his property that one rarely sees with 
most landowners.  He spends a tremendous amount of time working to improve his land and listens to advice 
from others on anything that he can do to make improvements. 

  

 If you wish to assist our  
district by conserving paper, send 
us an e-mail requesting current 
newsletters, Annual Reports and 
flyers be sent to you via e-mail re-
placing the mailing of a hard copy. 

Please send E-mail 
inquiries to: 
Ksmith@brswcd.org  

 



2021-2022 Awards & Recognitions Continued 
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  In May 2021 Tanner Oaks came to the Blue Ridge SWCD as an intern from 
Ferrum College. Tanner also assisted the Virginia Cooperative Extension during his intern-
ship. Through out the summer and fall, he gained valuable experience in GIS training,  fence 
measurements, communications with landscape companies for the Virginia Conservation As-
sistance Program, stream exclusion, pipeline and water trough installation, BMP administra-

tive filing review, farm field and watershed dam site visits with the Michael Tabor 
(Sr. Conservation Specialist and Allen Jackson (Conservation Technician). During 
his internship, Tanner also assisted the Program Manager/Education Coordinator 
with Envirothon trunks inventory, Rain Barrel and Tumbler-style Compost work-
shops, and assisted with the Water Quality workshop with Franklin County Master 
Gardeners and the Virginia Cooperative Extension. 

 The Blue Ridge SWCD wishes Tanner the best in his Environmental Science career 
endeavors. 

  

Board of Directors 

Roger B. Holnback, Chairman, Roanoke Co. Byron Brooks, Director-At-Large, Franklin Co. 

J. Hubert Bowman, Vice Chairman, Franklin Co. Freeda Cathcart, City of Roanoke 

Nicholas H Beasley, (Treasurer), Roanoke Co.  Daphne W. Jamison, Franklin Co. 

R. Darryl Holland, (Secretary), Henry Co.  Cynthia Martel, VCE-Franklin Co. 

Andrew Barker, Henry Co.                    Summer Pate, Associate Director 

Sarah Baumgardner, City of Roanoke  Tanya Young, Associate Director  

  Mission Statement:  “The Mission of the Blue Ridge Soil and Water  

Conservation District is to promote Conservation of our natural Resources.”   

 
  Vision Statement:  “The Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District, as an elected autonomous body, will strive to 
coordinate the natural resource interests to achieve our mission by educating and providing technical assistance to the citizens within.”  

District Staff 

B. Renee Fulcher, Admin. Financial Assistant 

Kathy B. Smith, Program Manager/Edu. Coordinator and 
FOIA Officer (person to whom the public can direct requests for 

public records in compliance with the provisions of §2.2-3704.2C) 

Michael L. Tabor, Sr. Conservation Specialist 

Delbert Allen Jackson, Conservation Technician. 

Environmental Education Outreach 
 Nearly 1,500 K-12 students and adults 
participated in a wide variety of environmental 
education outreach activities throughout this 
fiscal year.  A 
list of activities 
include but not 
limited to in-
clude:  Envi-
ronmental Lit-
eracy Extrava-
ganza, Rigsby 

& Puppet Friends, Dirt Babies, Food for 
America Day, Water Quality & Purification, 4-H School Gardening Pro-
ject (“See Them Sprout”), Rain Barrel Workshops, Tumbler-style Com-
post Workshop, Earth Day Field Day at Burnt Chimney Elementary 
School, Summer School Plant Propaga-
tion at Ferrum Elementary, Conserva-
tion Tic-Tac-Toe, Worm Bin Investiga-
tion, and Meaningful Watershed Envi-
ronmental Education at Benjamin Frank-
lin Middle School just to name a few. 

Small Farm Fall Forum 
 The Blue Ridge SWCD partnered with Vir-
ginia State University to host the Small Farm Fall Fo-
rum.  A variety of professionals from farmers to state 
agencies met to match agricultural interest with service 
providing agencies by implementing the “whole farm 
approach” incorporating requirements and “how 
to’s”. 

 Special guests speakers included Mr. Cliff 
Somerville (VSU Ag Management Agent), Kevin 
Keith (Senior Area Forester for Franklin, Henry & 
Patrick Counties), Becky Barlow (DCR Nutrient Man-
agement Planner, Summer Pate (New Dawn Acres 
farm), R. Drew Miller (DEQ Clean Water Financing 
& Assistant Program Project Manager), Cynthia Mar-
tel (VCE ANR Dairy Science), Melanie Barrow (ANR, 
Horticulture), Michael Tabor (Sr. Conservation Spe-
cialist) and Allen Jackson (Conservation Technician). 

 Funding for this Small Farm Fall Forum 
came from a variety of sources, namely:  DCR, local 

county governments, corporate 
sponsorships, donations and from 
federal and state grants. 
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District Programs 
The Blue Ridge Soil & Water Conservation District sets priorities and objectives that are defined in a strategic plan.  An annual plan of work is completed by forming committees such as Budget, 
Soil Stewardship, Youth, Annual Report, Conservation Awards, Annual Tour, Newsletter, Scholarship, Personnel, and other committees as needed. The Board of Directors encourages land users 
to adopt Best Management Practices such as conservation tillage in their farm plans.   This District works from a budget to effectively manage funds, facilities and equipment.  The Blue Ridge 
SWCD supports the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board, and the National Association of Conservation Districts.  The 
directors attend area, state, and national meetings. The Commonwealth of Virginia supports the Blue Ridge Soil and Water Conservation District through financial and administrative assistance 
provided by the Department of Conservation and Recreation. Funding for the programs outlined in this report comes from a variety of sources, namely: DCR, local county governments,  corpo-
rate sponsorship and donations.  Other funding comes from a variety of sources, mainly federal and state grants.  

Agencies Assisting the  
Blue Ridge SWCD 

 

Blue Ridge Land Conservancy    

City of Roanoke                 Smith Mountain Lake Policy Advisory Board 

Dan  River Basin Association   U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Department of Conservation and Recreation  U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Division of Soil and Water Conservation  U.S. Forest Service 

Farm Services Agency    Virginia Association of Soil & Water 

Ferrum College    Conservation Districts 

Franklin County    Virginia Cooperative Extension Service 

Franklin County Master Gardeners   Virginia Dept. of Environmental Quality 

Henry County    Virginia Dept. of Forestry 

Henry County Master Gardeners   Virginia Dept. of Wildlife Resources 

Natural Resources Conservation Service  Virginia Department of Transportation 

Roanoke County    Virginia Soil & Water Conservation Board 

Roanoke Valley-Allegheny Regional Commission  West Piedmont Planning District 

Smith Mountain Lake Association   Western Virginia Water Authority 

 

Sunflower fields at Sun Star Farms located in Henry County 


